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Chair Willis, Vice Chair Daniels, Ranking Member Grim, and members of the House 

Transportation Committee, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 776, legislation to 

establish clear rules in Ohio law for motorcycle lane filtering. 

 

House Bill 776 is a traffic safety bill. It recognizes that motorcycles operate differently than 

passenger vehicles, especially in slow-moving or stopped traffic, and it creates a narrow, 

regulated framework for when a motorcycle rider may carefully move between lanes. 

 

Under this legislation, lane filtering would only be permitted when traffic is stopped or moving 

at 15 miles per hour or less. The roadway must have at least two lanes moving in the same 

direction, the posted speed limit must be 45 miles per hour or less, and the motorcycle may not 

travel more than 10 miles per hour above the speed of surrounding traffic. 

 

Just as importantly, this bill makes clear what is not allowed. House Bill 776 does not authorize 

reckless riding, and it does not permit lane splitting at higher speeds. It also prohibits filtering 

along the curb or shoulder of the roadway. 

 

The goal here is not to create confusion on our roads. The goal is to put clear rules in place so 

motorcyclists, drivers, and law enforcement all know what is permitted and what is not. In slow 

or stopped traffic, responsible lane filtering can help reduce congestion, keep motorcyclists from 

being trapped between vehicles, and give riders a safer way to move through traffic under limited 

conditions. 

 

House Bill 776 also requires the Director of Public Safety to conduct a statewide public 

education campaign. That is an important part of this legislation. If we are going to make this 

change, Ohioans need to understand the difference between lawful lane filtering and unlawful 

lane splitting. Drivers need to know that intentionally blocking or interfering with a rider who is 

following the law is not acceptable, and riders need to know the limits this bill sets. 

 

This is a measured approach. It does not open the door to motorcycles weaving through traffic at 

high speeds. It creates a limited exception for specific road conditions, with clear restrictions and 

an education component to help make implementation safer. 

 

I respectfully ask for your support of House Bill 776, and I thank the committee for its time and 

consideration. 

 

I would be happy to answer any questions. 
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