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 Chairman Willis, Vice Chair Daniels, Ranking Member Grim, and members 

of the House Transportation Committee- Thank you for the opportunity to submit 

Sponsor Testimony on House Bill 526. This bill would create a special orange 

handicap placard, modeled after the standard blue handicap placard, to signify 

individuals with invisible diseases.  

 

 The idea for House Bill 526 was brought to me by my constituent, Katie 

Hominsky. Katie was diagnosed at the young age of 28 with Relapsing-Remitting 

Multiple Sclerosis. This once very active, vibrant wife and mother was now dealing 

with extreme fatigue, numbness, tingling, memory loss, vision problems, and 

severe headaches- among other symptoms. Symptoms that are controlling her life 

but may not be very noticeable to the stranger walking beside her. 

 

 While she qualified for a blue handicap placard and used it appropriately, 

she has been the target of criticism from others. With many individuals coming up 

to her and questioning whether she was permitted to be using the handicap 

parking spaces, even with the blue placard visible. She has been stopped by the 

local police department to inquire whether the placard was registered to her and 

ask why she needed it. Katie has since collected stories from dozens of invisible 

handicap folks just like her who are the targets of citizens angry with them for 

using a handicap parking space when they “look fine”. 
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 With the implementation of House Bill 526, the addition of an orange 

disability placard would signal to the public that an individual may have a disability 

that is not immediately visible, while still meeting the criteria for accessible 

parking. 

 

 Thank you for allowing me to submit Katie’s story and I hope that you will 

consider this important legislation.  


