
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Veronica R. Sims 

State Representative 

33 House District 

Summit County 

 

Columbus Office 
Vern Riffe Center  

77 S. High Street 

10th Floor 

Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111 

(614) 644-6037 

Rep33@ohiohouse.gov 

Committees 
Agriculture 

Finance 

Government Oversight 

Local Government (Ranking 

Member) 

Sunset Review Committee 
 

 

 

 

Chair Willis, Vice Chair Daniels, Ranking Member Grim, and members of the House 

Transportation Committee, thank you for the opportunity for myself and Representative Ray to 

provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 526, which seeks to create a new parking placard for 

Ohioans living with invisible disabilities. Representative Ray unfortunately could not be here in 

person due to a committee conflict, but has submitted written testimony for your review.  

This bill was brought to fruition because of the experiences and activism of one of 

Representative Ray’s constituents who has multiple sclerosis and has faced hardships and 

backlash for using handicapped parking spots. I have heard from a plethora of constituents of my 

own who have shared very similar experiences.  

This legislation is about dignity, awareness, and reducing an unnecessary burden that many of 

our constituents face every day while simply trying to access parking accommodations while out 

completing everyday tasks like going to work or grocery shopping.  

Currently, the state issues the standard blue and temporary red placards for individuals with 

disabilities that limit or impair their ability to walk. However, many qualifying conditions—such 

as multiple sclerosis severe lung disease, cardiac conditions, or neurological disorders—are often 

not immediately visible to a bystander. 

Too often, Ohioans who do not use a wheelchair, walker, or oxygen tank, are met with judgment 

or even hostile confrontation when using an accessible parking space, despite having a valid 

medical necessity. House Bill 526 addresses this by introducing an orange removable windshield 

placard with a white International Symbol of Access. 

The bill does not change the medical criteria required to qualify for a placard. An applicant must 

still meet one of the existing statutory definitions, such as being unable to walk 200 feet without 

resting or requiring portable oxygen. This new placard is specifically for individuals whose 

disability is not clearly visible to others. It serves as a clear signal to the public that the user has a 

legitimate, medically verified need for the space. 

House Bill 526 is a common-sense step toward a more inclusive Ohio. It is an opportunity for us 

to raise awareness about the multitude of invisible disabilities that affect Ohioans. It provides a 

simple, voluntary way for individuals with invisible disabilities to navigate their daily lives with 

more peace of mind and reduce the unwarranted burden of being questioned about their health.  

Chair Willis, Vice Chair Daniels, Ranking Member Grim, and members of the Transportation 

Committee, thank you again for the opportunity to testify today. I am happy to answer any 

questions the committee may have.  
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