June 1, 2026

The Honorable Bernard Willis
Chairman, House Transportation Committee AMERICAN MOTORCYCLIST ASSOCIATION
Ohio House of Representatives

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Re: Support for HB 776

Dear Chairman Willis, Vice Chair Daniels, Ranking Member Grimm, and Members of the House
Transportation Committee:

On behalf of the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA) and its members across the state of Ohio,
| write in strong support of House Bill 776, introduced by Representative Brian Lorenz. HB 776 would
establish a legal framework for lane filtering in Ohio, and the AMA urges this committee to advance
the bill.

The AMA is the world's largest motorcycle organization, representing the interests of more than
200,000 members nationwide, including thousands of motorcyclists who ride on Ohio roads every
day. Protecting the safety and rights of those riders is central to our mission, and HB 776 advances
both.

Lane filtering, defined in the bill as traveling between two marked lanes of same-direction traffic when
surrounding vehicles are stopped or moving at 15 mph or less, directly addresses one of the most
serious hazards faced by motorcyclists: rear-end collisions while stopped in traffic. By providing riders
with a legal means to move out of that vulnerable position, HB 776 is a meaningful and targeted
safety measure.

The bill is thoughtfully constructed. It limits lane filtering to roadways with posted speed limits of 45
mph or less, requires a speed differential of no more than 10 mph above surrounding traffic, and
prohibits the maneuver along a curb or shoulder. Importantly, the bill also prohibits other drivers from
intentionally impeding a motorcyclist who is lawfully lane filtering. These provisions reflect a careful,
responsible approach to expanding rider safety options.

Ohio would join Utah, Montana, Arizona, Colorado, and Minnesota, the most recent state to enact
lane filtering legislation, in providing this protection to riders. The experience from those states
reinforces what safety research has long supported: that properly regulated lane filtering reduces
rear-end collision risk and benefits all road users.

The AMA respectfully urges the committee to vote in support of HB 776 and advance this legislation.
We appreciate the committee's time and consideration and welcome any opportunity to provide
additional information.

Sincerely,

Max Colchin

Eastern States Representative
American Motorcyclist Association
mcolchin@ama-cycle.org



