Good morning, Chair Richardson, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member
Hall and all members of the Committee. Thank you for giving me this time to
speak on and about the DAV.

What is the DAV? DAV stands for Disabled American Veterans. The mission
of the DAV is to empower veterans to lead high-quality lives with respect and
dignity by ensuring access to benefits, advocating for their interests and educating
the public about their needs.

How do we empower these veterans? The DAV focuses on helping veterans
and their families access the full range of benefits and services they are entitled
to, including those provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and other
government agencies.

How do we advocate for our veterans? The DAV actively advocates in the
interests of injured and ill veterans and their families on Capital Hill in Washington
DC and other government entities, working to improve policies and programs that
directly impact their lives. | can get you a copy of the critical policy goals that the
DAV addressed with the United States Congress this past February if you would
like.

How do we educate the public? The DAV strives to educate the public
about the sacrifices and needs of veterans, promoting understanding and support
for their transition back to civilian life. Some of the programs that the DAV
supports to address the specific needs of veterans include, but are not limited to:
Rehabilitation/counseling, job training, addressing homelessness, and programs
that benefit the caregivers and families of ill and injured veterans. These services,
along with many others, are free and available to all veterans and their families,
regardless of their ability to pay.

The DAV is committed to fulfilling our mission of building better lives for
America’s disabled veterans and their families through service, quality, integrity
and leadership in representation and advocacy for support not only now but also
in the future. We will maintain the highest ethical standards as a charitable



organization through which our society can express its gratitude to the men and
women who continue to pay the price for our nation’s freedom!!

The DAV is able to accomplish this through our 4 core values:

Service: to build better lives for America’s disabled veterans and their
families and to keep the DAV mission first and foremost in all we do

Quality: to provide the best possible representation and advocacy services
to veterans, their families and survivors

Integrity: to maintain the highest ethical and moral standards as a
charitable organization accountable to those we serve as well as those who
support us

Leadership: to plan strategically and act to guarantee our future
preeminence as a provider of advocacy and voluntary services to veterans

In closing | would like to thank you again for this precious time to speak on
and about the DAV, a cause that | am EXETREMELY grateful to be a part of. If there
is anything else you would like to know about the DAV and what we do | will gladly
do EVERYTHING in my power to answer, or get you the answer to any and all
questions you have. | am beyond lucky to live in a state where our elected officials
like yourselves care so much about our veterans as more than just votes every
couple years, but more importantly as people and heroes. Thank you again!!
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