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Chair Richardson, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Hall, and the honorable members of 
the Ohio House of Representatives Veterans and Military Development Committee, I am 
Carrie Killingsworth, a U.S. Army Veteran and President of the Military/Veterans (MILVETS) 
Educational Foundation, Inc. With me is Merle Pratt, a U.S. Navy Veteran, a long-time 
MILVETS’s trustee and an inductee into the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame.  
 
I thank the committee members for allowing me to provide information about our organization. 
MILVETS incorporated as a non-profit 501(c)(3) charitable corporation in the State of Ohio on 
September 10, 1987. As stated on the Articles of Corporation, the purpose of said corporation 
is that it is organized exclusively for educational purposes, including conducting public 
discussion groups, forums, panels, lectures, parades, displays, or other similar programs, the 
awarding of scholarships to students who are dependents of Honorably Discharged American 
service personnel, dependents of Active Duty, Guard or Reserve military personnel, or 
dependents of American service personnel Killed in Action, Missing in Action or who Died in 
the Line of Duty, and the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt 
organizations under section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of 
any future federal tax code.  
 
MILVETS is comprised of volunteers who serve as trustees, associate trustees, and advisors. 
There are no paid staff. MILVETS is proud that eight (8) of its past and current trustees have 
been inducted into the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame in recognition of their contributions to our 
community. This is an amazing statistic given our small group size of approximately twenty to 
twenty-fine (20 to 25) members at any given time. 
 
With its small group of volunteers, MILVETS organizes two great annual events to honor our 
military, veterans, and their families. On May 16th, MILVETS will hold its 39th Armed Forces 
Day Luncheon and Scholarship Presentation (AFDL). At this event, MILVETS honors a 
different branch of the Armed Forces each year, as well as all Active Duty, Guard and Reserve 
personnel. This year we will be honoring the U.S. Army. At the AFDL, MILVETS awards two 
$5,000 scholarships and two $2,500 scholarships, totaling $15,000, to ROTC and JROTC 
students from either Franklin County or its six contiguous counties. One of the scholarships is 
in honor of Ron Rosser, U.S. Army, Medal of Honor Recipient, for his exemplary service during 
the Korean War, an honorary MILVETS trustee. Another scholarship is in honor of John 
Spahia, a US Marine who fought on the islands of Saipan, Okinawa, and China and his wife 
Louise, parents of long time MILVETs trustee, Mary Carducci.  
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The other annual event MILVETS organizes honors Veterans Day. Originally, the event started 
as a static display, became a beloved parade for decades, and last year evolved into the 
Veterans Day Rally at the National Veterans Memorial and Museum. At the rally, MILVETS 
honors Veterans and their families while providing an opportunity for veterans and our 
community to connect in a more meaningful way. During the Rally, MILVETS awards two 
$5,000 scholarships and two $2,500 scholarships, totaling $15,000, to Veterans and their 
dependents.  
 
Since 2022, MILVETS has awarded $63,000 in scholarships to veterans and their families.  
 
As a non-profit, MILVETS raises funds with the support of generous donors across multiple 
sectors (individual, corporate, government, veteran groups, and others). This support allows us 
to continue our mission of honoring and supporting our veterans and their families. 
 
Chair Richardson, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Hall, and the other honorable 
members of the Ohio House of Representatives Veterans and Military Development 
Committee, thank you again for allowing me to provide this committee with information about 
our organization. We will now entertain any questions that any committee member might have. 
 

     
 

 
 


