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Chair Richardson, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Lawson Rowe, and members of the 

House Veterans and Military Development Committee, thank you for allowing me to give 

sponsor testimony on House Concurrent Resolution 21, which would recognize the 250th 

Anniversary of the United State Marine Corps.  

On November 10th, 2025, we celebrate 250 years of proven excellence and service by the United 

State Marine Corps. A branch of our military which follows the guiding motto of “Semper 

Fidelis” or “Always Faithful,” and remains a strong force of faith, service, resilience and 

commitment to the safety of our nation. Ohio is home to nearly 1,400 Marines, roughly 300 of 

which are actively serving alongside over 170,000 other marines. These individuals are ready to 

defend the very freedoms that we share today.  

We celebrate this day because of Ohioans like Corporal Anthony (Tony) Stein, who was a Native 

of Dayton, Ohio and joined the Marine Corps in 1942, during the height of World War II. He 

fought in various battles during the war, including fighting on the frontlines on Iwo Jima, being 

the first man on his unit to hit the beaches of Iwo Jima, exposing himself, and drawing fire from 

the enemies, while trying to help wounded comrades to safety. Less than two weeks after the 

action he took on Iwo Jima, he died during a combat mission. For his sacrifices, he was awarded 

the Medal of Honor posthumously, in 1946.  

We celebrate because of Ohioan Sergeant Major Justin LeHew, who joined the Marine Corps in 

1988. He has participated in serval combat operations including Operation Desert Storm and 

Operation Iraqi Freedom. He then went on to serve as the enlisted head of the United State 

Marine Corps’ Training and Education Command. He has been awarded the Navy Cross and 

Bronze Star, for heroic actions in Iraq in 2003 and 2004. 

We celebrate because of the over 65 Marines in the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame including John 

Glenn, Gregory White, and Timothy Funk, and the 16 Medal of Honor recipients, including 

Tony Stein, Douglas Dickey, and William Foster. 

As we approach November 10th, lets us remember the sacrifices made by all marines who have 

faithfully served and defended our nation for the last 250 years, those who currently serve, and 

those who will continue to serve for many years to come. Thank you to the committee for 

allowing me to give sponsor testimony on this resolution, and I welcome any questions you may 

have.  


