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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

September 30, 2025

House Veterans and Military Development Committee
136%" General Assembly
Ohio Legislature

Dear Committee members,

| write to enthusiastically support House Bill 293 designating the fourth Thursday of January as
“NASA Day of Remembrance” as introduced by Representatives Rader and Mathews.

| write as the dean of the John Glenn College of Public Affairs at the Ohio State University. Ohio
State and the Glenn College have long been committed to celebrating Ohioans in space and
advancing the next generation of aerospace and astronautical pioneers. As the first American
to orbit the earth, then Marine Colonel John Glenn demonstrated to the world how humans
could travel beyond the gravitational pull of Earth. His accomplishment was a testament to
human ingenuity, scientific inquiry, and engineering excellence. It was also a demonstration of
human bravery. Col. Glenn —first and foremost a Marine aviator who had fought in two wars —
was always aware of the risks of space travel. He inherently understood that human progress
required people to risk their lives. He had lost many friends in war and later lost many friends
in the space program. As a parent, a son, and a husband, he also understood that bearing this
risk was not something he did alone — his family felt those risks as much as he did. He saw
honor in putting all of this at stake to advance humanity through space exploration.

| know for certain that he would ask those of us who have benefitted from advances in flight
and space travel to remember and honor those at NASA who lost their lives in service to the
greater good.

Sincerely,

e _

Trevor Brown
Dean



