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Full time research for USContraWar began in the fall of 2014, the public website was 
launched on April 10, 2015.  The research and campaign continue today. 
 
Our main goals at USContraWar are: 1) to seek reclassification of several veterans’ 
status as killed or wounded in action, 2) determine a more accurate number of killed 
and wounded in action related to the C.A. War and, 3) the overall reclassification of the 
‘training and war game’ deployments as combat and combat support. 
USContraWar is compiling and sharing public domain data regarding U.S. troop 
involvement during the Central America War (1979 – 1992).  
 
One of our main goals is to determine how many U.S. military members were subjected 
to hostile fire, explosions or exposed to imminent danger to help advocate to the U.S. 
Congress and President for issuance of an Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, a 
National Defense Service Medal and an overall Central America Campaign Medal 
leading to recognition for service during the Central America War period.  The proper 
classifications of the killed and wounded is the top priority. 
 
At least seventy U.S. military members were lost in Honduras or who were based in 
Honduras during the Central America War and many dozens more were wounded by 
military and terrorist attacks.  Over 300 U.S. military members were killed during the 
Central America War in the extended theater of operation.  Combat support missions 
and combat operations were launched into El Salvador and Nicaragua from Honduras.  
Similar combat and combat support operations were conducted inside Honduras.  The 
Pentagon maintains that Honduras was safe for training and war games.  The U.S. 
Army Awards and Decorations Branch maintains that Honduras was a noncombat area 
and that members deployed under Temporary Duty orders do not qualify for combat 
ribbons and awards. 
 
The Toledo Blade reported on April 14, 1989 that 300 Ohio National Guard and 200 
Ohio Army Reserves were currently in Honduras and that “900 troops of the 
Columbus-based 83rd Army Reserve Command and 3,800 soldiers of the Ohio National 
Guard’s 16th Engineering Brigade will participate in the training exercise (see attached 
copy).”  The Ohio troops were from 416th Engineering Group in Walbridge and the 
612th Engineers Battalion, which draws personnel from guard units in Fremont, 
Sandusky, and Norwalk, OH.  The article quoted a SGT Gary Chetwood from Ohio. 
 



The following is a partial list of Ohio ARNG members that deployed to Camp Castle, 
Yoro, Honduras (ten miles east of Olanchito, HO) in support of Task Force 16 Strong 
Roads from Co. A 216 ENG CBT BTN Corps Ohio ARNG from Chillicothe, OH 45601 
from February 3, 1989 to February 19, 1989 from a copy of Donald Doles orders (see 
attached).  Every 17 days a new group was rotated into Honduras from the Battalion 
totaling over 3,800 Ohio ARNG members from January 1989 to early July 1989: 
 
Joseph A. Bonner, Rodney B. Dalton, Evan E. Diehl, Donald O. Doles (also deployed to 
Honduras 2/20 to 3/05 & 5/25 to 6/11 1989), Michael L. Hissom, Steven G. Holdren, 
Mark C. Robinson, Brian J. Schaefer, George R. Taylor. 
 
Also deploying with Patrick O’Regan was Robert J. Peyes. January to February 1989 
and George R. Taylor. February to March 1989 both with the Ohio ARNG deployed to 
Honduras for Strong Roads. 
 
I have also found reports that Ohio ARNG members may have participated in Operation 
Blazing Trails ’85 in Honduras in 1985 and from February through May 1987 did 
participate in Blazing Trails ’87.  There were 756 soldiers in this unit in June 1987 from 
Toledo (HHC, Co. A, and Co. C), Lima (Co. D), and Bryan (Co. B), Ohio. “This unit had 
attended Blazing Trails exercises from February to the end of May 1987 (Comparison of 
Retention Patterns for Army National Guard and Army Reserve Units Participating in 
National Training Center, Refo. 
 
At least seventy U.S. military members were killed in Honduras or were based in 
Honduras during the war-which is more U.S. casualties then during the Panama 
Invasion, the Grenada Rescue and El Salvadoran civil war-combined.  The Honduras 
portion of the C.A. War remains the only conflict not recognized by the U.S. Government 
as a combat zone, therefore no AFEM or NDSM have been issued.  Countless 
additional U.S. troops were wounded, in Honduras, during attacks by terrorists and 
foreign military forces operating inside Honduras.  In comparison, the Bosnia / Kosovo 
Campaign and related AFEM OPS (1992-2013) have one hostile death, yet all who 
deployed will be ‘remembered and forever recognized’ through the issuance of group 
campaign / expedition medals and individual combat awards. 
 
Temporary Duty orders do not qualify for combat ribbons and awards 
 
Please help C.A. War veterans advocate for recognition for all veterans of this 
Low-Intensity Conflict by sending a letter to your U.S. Congress or Senate 
representative in support of our mission by asking Congress to issue an Armed Forces 
Expeditionary Medal to all U.S. troops who served in Honduras and Central America 



from 1981 to 1992.  This will help the families of the killed or wounded and those 
veterans attempting to receive proper combat honors and recognition for their sacrifices 
during the decade that ended  Soviet communism. 
 
Name another training mission where dozens of Purple Hearts were awarded.  Please 
help us explain this to the families of the known 72 killed and the known 46 Purple Heart 
recipients or the 32 additional troopers who should have been awarded the PH!  How 
can two POW medals be awarded to members stationed in Honduras, yet deny combat 
status to the soldiers who bunked next to them the night before?  During a typical 
military training mission, American soldiers pretend to be the ‘Opposing Force’ or 
OPFOR and carry blanks with red blank adapters visible on the riffle barrel end, the 
MILES System or paintballs.  In Honduras, hostile foreign nationals with live ammunition 
played the opposing force. 
 
 
THANK YOU! 
 
 


