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Chair Richardson, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Lawson-Rowe, and members
of the House Veterans and Military Development Committee, thank you for allowing me the
opportunity to provide my testimony in support of House Bill 297.

My name is Les Rose and | am a United States Army Veteran that retired in 2024 after
26 years of service. | apologize for not being able to attend today’s committee meeting in person
but | do appreciate the opportunity to provide my written testimony.

Originally known as Decoration Day, Memorial Day is a holiday that began after the Civil
War with the practice of decorating Soldiers’ graves with flowers and flags. The holiday became
a federal holiday in 1971. The primary purpose of Memorial Day is to mourn and honor those
who made the “ultimate sacrifice” while serving in the U.S. Armed Forces. While it has become
a long weekend commonly associated with the unofficial start of summer, Memorial Day is
fundamentally a solemn day of remembrance and gratitude.

Unfortunately, I, like countless Veterans, have experienced the loss of a fellow
servicemember who has made the “ultimate sacrifice” in service to our nation. April 4, 2012 is a
particularly trying day in that it is a day our unit lost three Soldiers in a suicide bombing attack in
Afghanistan. Captain Nicholas Rozanski, MSG Shawn Hannon, and MSG Jeffrey Rieck were
participating in a humanitarian mission for a local village in their area of operations when they
were struck down by an enemy combatant. This particular loss is one that resonates with me
daily. Their lives and their memories are carried with me every single day. For me, and for so
many Veterans, every single day is a Memorial Day.

| support House Bill 297 because | believe it is critical that we as a State maximize every
single opportunity to mourn and honor our servicemembers who have made the “ultimate
sacrifice”. | believe it is important to keep their memories alive. There is a statement | have
heard several times that | believe is applicable to this conversation and it is “someone is not
truly gone until their name is spoken for the last time”. Memorial Day is an opportunity for us as
a community to ensure that our servicemembers who have made the “ultimate sacrifice” are
never gone...never forgotten.

You may be questioning how House Bill 297 could contribute to the desire to ensure our
servicemembers are never gone and never forgotten. How can $1000 enable communities and
organizations to carry forward the lives and the memories of our brothers and sisters who are no
longer with us because they were lost in service to our nation. | would offer you these thoughts
to consider. If my local Veterans of Foreign War Post, or American Legion Post, for example,
utilizes the resources available through House Bill 297 to facilitate a program with the local
school district and the students learn about local Veterans who have made the “ultimate
sacrifice” then their lives and their memories are carried forward. If the resources available from
House Bill 297 facilitate placing flags at the graves of servicemembers who have made the
“ultimate sacrifice” their lives and their sacrifices are being honored.

Every single Memorial Day my family takes a drive to a local cemetery, we find the
graves of servicemembers that have made the “ultimate sacrifice”, and we remember. We
reflect. We honor their sacrifice. We read their names. We do our part to carry their lives and
their memories for another year. We are not the only family that adheres to a tradition like this.
There are individuals, families, and organizations that place great emphasis on activities to
honor and respect those that have made the “ultimate sacrifice”.

Pass House Bill 297 and increase the funds available to appropriately honor the lives of
our fallen. There are no means by which we as a community, a State, a Nation can ever repay


mailto:leslie.rose13b@gmail.com

the cost of the sacrifice made by our fallen servicemembers. We can, however, maximize every
means available to honor and mourn their sacrifice, their lives, to ensure they are never gone.
Never forgotten.

Thank you, Chair Richardson and members of the committee. | will be happy to answer
any questions you may have.



