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Testimony before the House Veterans and Military Development Committee, thank you for allowing
me to provide testimony this morning in support of House Bill 297.

Chair Richardson, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Lawson-Rowe, and members of the
House Veterans and Military Development Committee, thank you for allowing me to provide
testimony this morning in support of House Bill 297.

| am Kenneth M Zimmerman, American Legion Bluffton Post 382 Adjutant and Finance
Officer. | am also a member of the VFW and DAV. | am a former member of the US Air Force for
15 years.
I am firmly behind the passage of House Bill 297. It will honor the service, heroism, and
devotion to duty of the many men and women, who have served in the United States
Military. Memorial Day is a day in which we strive to honor and instill those values and
sacrafices made to keep the US free and strong in our future generations

Ohio has many proud veterans. As a member of the DAV, VFW and the American
Legion, | have had the honor of meeting many of them. It is a personal honor to assist in the

preperation and partisipation in the annual Memorial Day service which we do annually.
To this end the members of the Bluffton Post 382 expend effort, time and money. Recently we have

invested in updating the Veterans Memorial landscape and cleaned the stone work. Several

thousand dollars was to improve this memorial. Normal cost of renting equipment have been

increasing over time. As our membership gets older and pass away, accomplishing this and other

community programs becomes more difficult. Passage of this bill will ensure funding for years to

come. Thank You, Chair Richardson and members of the committee. | will be happy to answer any

guestions you might have.
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