House Veterans and Military Development Committee

HB 297

Chairwoman Richardson, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Lawson-Rowe, and
members of the Committee.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony in support of House Bill 297,
which amends Section 307.66 of the Ohio Revised Code to increase the amount counties
may provide to veterans’ organizations for Memorial Day expenses, from five hundred
dollars to one thousand dollars.

For many decades, our local veterans’ organizations, such as the VFW’s, American Legions
and others have carried the solemn duty of honoring the fallen each Memorial Day by
decorating graves, hosting ceremonies, and ensuring that our communities never forget the
cost of freedom.

As a longtime Commander and leader of the VFW, | am fully aware as to how the costs have
increased. Flowers, flags, printing, and transportation can no longer be covered by the
statutory limit of $500, which was set many years ago. Many posts, particularly in smaller
towns and rural areas, are struggling to fund these events out of pocket.

House Bill 297 simply brings this supportin line with modern realities. It empowers our
counties to partner more effectively with local veterans’ groups to preserve these cherished
traditions. We are not asking for anything extravagant, only the means to properly honor
those who gave their lives for our nation. Not only does the additional funding allow these
organizations to provide these services, but it also helps support their communities,
because most of the funds are spent at local florists, caterers, or shops and stores.

Raising this amount to $1,000 is a small investment for the State of Ohio, but it sends a
powerful message that we will never forget our heroes, and that Memorial Day will always
remain a day of remembrance worthy of their sacrifice.

On behalf of the veterans of my community and all who continue this sacred duty, |
respectfully urge your support and passage of House Bill 297.

Respectfully,

Tim Zvoncheck
Commander VFW Post 3345
Judge Advocate, VFW Dept of Ohio



