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Chair Richards, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Lawson-Rowe, and honorable
members of the House Veterans & Military Development Committee, thank you for the
opportunity to present testimony in favor of House Bill 292, which establishes the Ohio
Defense Commission and the Ohio Defense Fund.

My name is Matt MacLaren and | am the Director of Travel and Tourism Policy for the
Ohio Chamber of Commerce. The Ohio Chamber of Commerce represents over 8,000
businesses across Ohio. We support HB 292 because it will support Ohio’s growing
defense industry.

Ohio has a strong and growing defense industry. Ohio is home to the Air Force Research
Laboratory (AFRL], Wright-Patterson Air Force Base (WPAFB), the NASA Glenn
Research Center, the National Advanced Air Mobility Center of Excellence (NAAMCE],
and hundreds of defense industry suppliers including Anduril, Sierra Nevada
Corporation, and GE Aerospace.

House Bill 292 creates a commission of legislators and regional representatives to guide
Ohio’s growing defense industry and an Ohio Defense Fund to support Ohio’s continued
economic development in the defense industry. Together the commission and the fund
will strengthen coordination across Ohio between businesses, the military, and
academia; will increase investments in new facilities; and will encourage innovation by
promoting research into advanced defense technologies.

Thank you to Representative Ty Mathews and Representative Santucci for introducing
this bill and thank you to the members of this committee for your consideration. We
encourage your support for this legislation that will help Ohio’s strong defense industry
continue to grow.



