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Chair Richardson, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Lawson-Rowe, and Members of the Veterans and
Military Development Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of House
Bill 292, which would establish the Ohio Defense Commission.

My name is Willa Bluestone, and | serve as the Director of Policy for the Ohio Life Sciences Association
(OLS)—we represent Ohio’s nearly 4,900 biotechnology, medtech, pharmaceutical research,
biomanufacturing, diagnostics, agricultural bioscience, and digital health establishments. Our mission as
an association is to grow this industry and help ensure patients have access to other lifesaving technologies
that our companies are creating.

Ohio has emerged as a national hub for the life science industry thanks to our top-tier research institutions,
friendly business environment, strong workforce, and the availability of sites for large research,
development, and biomanufacturing facilities. We also know Ohio’s life sciences sector is an untapped
strategic asset when it comes to strengthening our state and national defense posture that supports military
readiness and drives innovation in dual-use technologies (technologies that support both civilian and
military applications).

The Ohio Defense Commission would serve as a central coordinating body responsible for shaping,
advancing, and promoting Ohio’s defense industry strategies. Its statutory duties—administering funds,
approving expenditures, strengthening collaboration, and developing statewide defense priorities—come at
a pivotal moment for Ohio’s life sciences sector. This work aligns closely with the proposed National
Biotechnology Initiative Act of 2025 (H.R. 2756/S. 1387), which is gaining support among Ohio’s
Congressional delegation. That federal legislation seeks to accelerate American biotechnology for national
security and economic competitiveness by coordinating federal agencies, establishing a White House
Coordination Office, and implementing recommendations from the National Security Commission on
Emerging Biotechnology. Its goals include spurring innovation, developing a skilled workforce, and securing
supply chains in the face of global competition, particularly from China. By defining clear roles for agencies
such as Agriculture, Commerce, and Defense, the Act aims to advance a cohesive national biotechnology
strategy. Ohio is well positioned to be a national leader in this effort—especially with forward-looking state
legislation like HB 292.

HB292 for Life Sciences Defense Sectors

Ohio is home to hundreds of companies who are on the forefront of creating bioscience innovations crticial
to national defense, including

o Advanced diagnostics and biosurveillance technologies

o Medical devices, sensors, and wearable health technologies for combat/operational readiness
o Biomanufacturing and pharmaceutical supply chain resilience

e Vaccines, countermeasures, and biodefense tools

e Food security and agricultural bioscience innovation



Specific examples include:

o Andelyn Bioscience - a biopharmaceutical Contract Development and Manufacturing Organization
able to serve both therapeutic and potentially defense-related biomanufacturing needs

e Clarametyx Biosciences —working on therapies for antibiotic-resistant infections

e |nvirsa—developing a solution to both viral and bacterial conjunctivitis, their main product has shown
promise in treating individuals exposed to mustard gas

e Stirling Ultracold - created the first portable ultra-low temperature freezer which is critical for storage
of certain biological materials that are imperative for both public health and biodefense in remote
locations

e Zyvex Technologies — specializes in molecular-engineered advanced materials like plastics and
adhesives that have proven effectiveness in aerospace applications

In addition, we are home to Battelle, the world’s largest independent, non-profit applied science and
technology organization with almost 100 years of experience creating foundational research for program
development and public policy for organizations such as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, and Environmental Protection Agency.

Industry-Education-Military Partnerships

HB 292 explicitely directs the Commission to encourage collaboration between industry, education, and the
military. This is a core area of active work for OLS. We were recently awarded the first biotech focused
Industry Sector Partnership grant through the Governor’s Office of Workforce Transformation, allowing us to
strengthen connections among private companies, higher education institutions, and workforce training
programs.

These partnerships help Ohio:

e Develop a pipeline of skilled talent trained in advanced bioscience and analytical fields

o Prepare students and workers for careers in emerging defense-related technologies

e Foster communication among stakeholders to better position Ohio to attract federal projects,
innovative companies, and the specialized talent needed to support further innovation

Ohio is already a national leader—ranked third in the country for new biology and biomedical science
degrees as a percentage of the total workforce—and the Defense Commission would help convert that
strength into strategic economic and security opportunities.

Strategic Investments and Grant Matching

Under the bill, a portion of funds—one-third of the available dollars—may be used for statewide advocacy,
grant matching, and support for federal defense-related project applications. This is particularly important
for life sciences organizations pursuing competitive federal grants from agencies such as:

e The Department of Defense

e ARPA-H
o DARPA
e BARDA

¢ NIH biodefense and infectious disease divisions
e The Defense Health Agency
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Grant-matching resources significantly increase Ohio’s competitiveness for large federal awards, many of
which support dual-use technologies that advance both defense readiness and biomedical innovation.

In short, the life sciences sector is uniquely positioned to support Ohio’s defense capabilities, supply chain
resilience, research leadership, and workforce readiness. House Bill 292 creates a strategic framework Ohio
needs to leverage its existing strengths, attract new federal investments, and build a coordinated,
innovation-focused defense ecosystem.

The Ohio Life Sciences Association is pleased to offer our support for HB 292, and we appreciate the
sponsors’, Representatives Mathews and Santucci, and the General Assembly’s leadership in elevating
Ohio’s role in national defense.

Once again, Chair Richardson, thank you for the opportunity to testify. | am happy to answer any questions
you may have.
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