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Chairwoman Richardson, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Lawson-Rowe, and 
members of the committee:  

My name is Steve Flaherty, and I’m the founder and CEO of necoTECH, a Delaware-based 
company headquartered here in Ohio. Through our work with the U.S. Air Force and 
Department of Defense, I’ve seen firsthand how critical it is for states to have a coordinated 
approach to defense and dual-use innovation. 

 I strongly support House Bill 292, which establishes the Ohio Defense Commission and 
the Ohio Defense Fund. Ohio has always been at the center of America’s defense story, 
from Wright Patterson Air Force Base to the growing network of defense-focused 
businesses, universities, and research organizations across the state.  

What’s been missing is structure, a way to connect these efforts, amplify the work of small 
businesses, and move new technologies from concept to deployment more efficiently. HB 
292 fills that gap by building a coordinated platform that brings together business, 
academia, and the military. 

For companies like mine, this is about more than funding. It’s about creating the conditions 
where innovation can thrive in Ohio... where small businesses can partner effectively with 
the defense community... and where technologies developed here stay here, strengthening 
both our state’s economy and our national security.  

I appreciate the committee’s work on this important legislation and urge your support for 
House Bill 292.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 


