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Construction Employers Association

My name is Timothy Cassell, and I am writing today on behalf of the Construction
Employers Association (CEA). CEA is a non-profit trade association with over 180
construction firms representing employers of approximately 8,000 skilled trades
and construction management personnel in Northeast Ohio. CEA members range
from large general contractors to smaller subcontractors, corporations, and small
family-owned and operated businesses.

I am here today to offer strong proponent testimony in support of House Bill 292,
which establishes the Ohio Defense Commission and the Ohio Defense Fund.

Ohio’s construction industry is a cornerstone of our economy, contributing billions
in annual revenue and supporting hundreds of thousands of jobs. However, like
many sectors, we thrive when there is robust investment in infrastructure,
manufacturing, and economic development. HB 292 represents a forward-
thinking opportunity to bolster Ohio’s defense and aerospace ecosystem, which in
turn will drive significant construction activity statewide.

The creation of the Ohio Defense Commission will promote strategies to attract
defense-related businesses, including international firms, and advance
technologies critical to national security. This growth will inevitably lead to the
expansion and construction of new facilities—think advanced manufacturing
plants, research and development centers, military support installations, and
incubators for innovative defense startups. For our members, this means more
projects: building secure warehouses, upgrading existing bases to prepare for
potential realignments or closures under BRAC processes, and developing
sustainable infrastructure to support these high-tech operations.



We have observed analogous benefits in regions such as Dayton, where defense
hubs like Wright-Patterson Air Force Base already generate substantial
construction work. By establishing the Ohio Defense Fund to administer grants
and loans, HB 292 will expedite these opportunities, creating a cascading effect
that bolsters local suppliers, laborers, and communities. In Cleveland alone,
where many of our firms are headquartered, this could translate to thousands of
new jobs in skilled trades such as welding, electrical work, and heavy equipment
operation—jobs that offer competitive compensation and establish enduring
careers.

Furthermore, the bill’s emphasis on workforce development aligns seamlessly with
our industry’s requirements. As defense projects necessitate specialized
construction techniques, such as those involving advanced materials or secure
builds, the Commission’s role in coordinating training programs will ensure Ohio’s
workforce is adequately prepared. This not only fortifies our defense posture but
also positions Ohio as a leader in resilient, innovative construction practices.

In summation, House Bill 292 is advantageous for Ohio’s economy, national
security, and our construction industry. It will foster growth that directly translates
to construction activity and job creation. I urge you to pass this legislation and
invest in Ohio’s future.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written Testimony. I would be pleased to
address any inquiries.

Respectfully,

Timothy J. Cassell
Governmental Networking
Testimony on behalf of CEA,Construction Employers Association



