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Chair Richardson, Vice-Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Lawson-Rowe, and members of
the House Veterans & Military Development Committee:

My name is John Kopilchack, and | am the Vice President at Synergy Building Systems. On
behalf of our company, thank you for the opportunity to present written proponent
testimony on House Bill 292, a bill creating the Ohio Defense Commission.

Synergy Building Systems is a privately held construction and real estate development
company located in Dayton, OH. We offer turnkey solutions from desigh and engineering to
construction and completion for various building types with a significant footprint near
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. We are experts in constructing SCIF (Sensitive
Compartmented Information Facility) navigating the complex processes for our clients.

HB 292 is a step in the right direction, specifically with the creation of the Ohio Defense
Fund. One component of the fund is to support the development and construction of
secure facilities, such as SCIF space. As seasoned practitioners, we can tell you that Ohio
needs more secure space to meet the growing demands of its defense, intelligence, and
research sectors.

With major assets like Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, the Air Force Research Laboratory,
and a robust network of defense contractors and academic institutions, Ohio plays a
critical role in national security and advanced technology development. As missions
expand in areas like cybersecurity, space operations, and Al-driven defense systems, the
need for secure environments to handle classified information becomes increasingly
urgent. Additional SCIF space would enable more collaboration on high-level projects,
attract federal investment, support workforce growth, and ensure Ohio remains a
competitive and capable partner in safeguarding U.S. interests.

Overall, we believe HB 292 will bolster Ohio’s position as a strategic military asset for
secure innovation and national defense leadership. We urge your support of House Bill 292.



