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Chair Richardson, Vice-Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Lawson-Rowe, and members of the 

House Veterans & Military Development Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to present written proponent testimony on House Bill 292 creating 

the Ohio Defense Commission. Once established by the Legislature, the Ohio Defense 

Commission will oversee Ohio Defense Fund (ODF), which will support the following:  

• The development and construction of facilities including, but not limited to, sensitive 

compartmented information facilities (SCIFs), for processing sensitive or classified 

information. 

• The development of defense-related government contracts for small businesses. 

• Grant programs to promote state defense military projects. 

The City is particularly interested in and supportive of the Legislature’s efforts to encourage 

defense-related industries and operations through the ODF. The City currently owns two office 

buildings adjacent to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base (WPAFB) and the National Museum of the 

United States Air Force (NMUSAF), less than a mile from WPAFB’s Springfield St. Gate. We are 

aware of WPAFB’s significant need for secure space, including SCIF and 705-compliant space, and 

we understand the significant regional shortage to provide this space to our federal partners.  

Increasing the availability of this space through the ODF represents the highest and best kind of 

collaboration among all levels of government – federal, state, and local – to provide our military 

with the resources it needs to successfully perform its mission and safeguard our warfighters. 

Enhanced SCIF capacity attracts high‑value federal and private‑sector investments, strengthening 

both economic growth and mission capabilities. This added infrastructure helps secure long‑term 

opportunities for advanced defense work in Ohio and reinforces the state’s role in shaping the 

nation’s future security landscape. 

Additionally, the ODF’s support for small defense businesses will help drive innovation and 

strengthen supply chain resiliency. Targeted financial assistance enables these companies to 

invest in research and development, secure essential government contracts, and remain 

competitive in the marketplace. In turn, bolstering small defense contractors reinforces the 

broader defense industrial base and enhances the nation’s capacity to address emerging security 
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challenges. The City is well-positioned to attract and assist small businesses seeking close 

proximity to WPAFB, and we would actively seek to connect businesses with ODF and any 

potential grants that emerge from the Ohio Defense Commission. In short, ODF represents an 

important linkage connecting state and City resources to support WPAFB, defense contractors, 

and related federal programs. 

Once established by the Legislature, the Ohio Defense Commission will also create the Defense 

Industry Expansion Program (OIEP), with the goal of providing economic development grant 

support to the defense industry. As proposed, OIEP grants currently include infrastructure 

improvements to help diversify local economies and strengthen coordination between military 

installations and surrounding communities. These upgrades enhance mission capability and 

reinforce each installation’s value as a strategic asset to both national defense and the regional 

economy. 

The City sees significant collaborative opportunities by synergizing its infrastructure and office 

buildings with the proposed OIEP infrastructure grants. This opportunity will help spur economic 

growth in Riverside and the Dayton region, and will support the highest and best use of parcels 

surrounding WPAFB. The City’s ultimate goal is to divest itself of its office buildings into the hands 

of a capable steward who can best serve the region and WPAFB. OIEP grants will help us achieve 

that goal while encouraging growth, jobs, and investment in western Ohio. 

HB 292 represents as significant advancement for our state, and an important opportunity to 

synchronize federal, state, and local investments. The Ohio Defense Commission will protect and 

expand military missions, support workforce development, and help ensure installation 

communities remain resilient and well‑connected. It will directly impact communities at ground 

level and support the essential work our military does to keep our country safe.  

Thank you for your consideration of House Bill 292 and I urge your support.  

 

 

Joshua Rauch 

City Manager 


