Mile Two

601 E. 3rd Street
Dayton, OH 45402
miletwo.us

February 2, 2026

The Honorable Tracy M. Richardson

Chair, House Veterans and Military Development Committee
Ohio House of Representatives

77 South High Street, 13th Floor

Columbus, OH 43215

RE: Support for House Bill 292 — Establishing the Ohio Defense Commission
Dear Chair Richardson and Members of the Committee,

As the CEO of Mile Two, a human-machine teaming and defense software company based in Dayton,
I am writing to express support for House Bill 292. Since its founding in 2015, Mile Two has grown
from a local startup to a trusted partner within the defense community, specifically supporting
missions at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. As we scale our work, we increasingly come across the
demand to operate in a classified environment in order to meet government requirements. This is a
major barrier for us and other small businesses because of the prohibitive cost of building and
maintaining Sensitive Compartmented Information Facilities (SCIFs).

I support HB 292 since it addresses this critical bottleneck through the creation of the Ohio Defense
Fund and a dedicated defense business incubator, both of which specifically prioritize the
development and construction of SCIF spaces. As the committee is aware, the capital required to build
a certified SCIF can reach millions of dollars, preventing many of Ohio’s most innovative small
defense companies from competing for intelligence and classified defense contracts. Additionally, the
requirement fo operate at the classified level is beginning to become a standard requirement to execute
defense related work.

Mile Two’s recent expansion to the new Mission Delivery Center (MDC) in Riverside, Ohio, was
driven by the need to be closer to our partners at the Air Force Research Laboratory

(AFRL). Accessing state support to help develop a SCIF, can ensure that we are able to continue to
meet AFRL’s needs in the future,

I'urge the committee to move this bill forward. Thank you for your leadership and for your
commitment to Ohio’s military and defense community.

Sincerely,

Je# Graley
CEO & Co-Founder, Mile Two
Dayton, OH



