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Chair Richardson, Vice-Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Lawson-Rowe, and members of 
the House Veterans & Military Development Committee, thank you for the opportunity to 
present written proponent testimony on House Bill 292, creating the Ohio Defense 
Commission.  

My name is Jason Molnar, and I am a proud United States Army veteran and retiree, as well 
as a proud native of the great State of Ohio. 

I am the Co-Founder and Chief Growth & Marketing Officer of Infinity Labs (iLabs), based in 
Dayton, Ohio. iLabs is an innovative, Ohio-based defense contractor and small business 
that has experienced strong, organic growth over the past several years. We specialize in 
modeling, simulation, and analysis; cybersecurity; advanced research and development; 
and training, supporting government customers across the defense industry. 

We also focus on enabling this highly specialized workforce to secure required security 
clearances, a key challenge impacting the sustained growth of the defense industry both in 
Ohio and nationwide. 

As the national political environment grows more uncertain, and as the nature of the 
threats facing the American warfighter continue to change, the needs and value 
proposition of the Defense industry also must continue to evolve. States will ever more 
aggressively compete for the high-tech, and high-wage, jobs that are inherent to the 
defense industry. HB 292 goes a long way to ensuring that Ohio will be well positioned to 
build off inherent strengths in our industry, existing and expanding state defense 
infrastructure, and encourage companies like mine to start and grow our businesses here 
in the Buckeye State.   

HB 292 creates the Ohio Defense Commission which would oversee the Defense Industry 
Expansion Program (OIEP) and Ohio Defense Fund (ODF). As you know, OIEP would be a 
grant program supporting economic development related to the defense industry. ODF 
would support the following:  

• The development and construction of facilities including, but not limited to, 
sensitive compartmented information facilities (SCIFs), for processing sensitive or 
classified information. Any advantage the State of Ohio can provide in helping our 
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region and state access these facilities will pay off in increased economic 
development from our industry.  

• The development of defense-related government contracts for small businesses. 
• Advocating and matching of grant programs to promote state defense military 

projects. 

Supporting small defense businesses through the Ohio Defense Fund helps drive 
innovation in companies like mine and strengthens the resilience of the supply chain. 
Targeted financial assistance empowers us to invest in research and development, secure 
essential government contracts, grow our workforce, and remain competitive in the 
marketplace. In turn, bolstering small defense contractors reinforces the broader defense 
industrial base and enhances the nation’s capacity to address emerging security 
challenges. We located in Ohio because we believed that Dayton was uniquely well suited 
to allow us to fulfill our mission, but we faced significant obstacles including available 
economic and workforce development incentives through the first three years of business. 
While we survived those first “start-up” years we could have thrived. That’s where the Ohio 
Defense Fund can and should fill that incentive valley of death for qualifying Ohio small 
businesses in the national security sector.  

The Defense Industry Expansion Program (OIEP) provides targeted investments in 
economic development, including infrastructure improvements, to help diversify local 
economies and strengthen coordination between military installations and surrounding 
communities. These upgrades enhance mission capability and reinforce each installation’s 
value as a strategic asset to both national defense and the regional economy. 

In closing, HB 292 moves Ohio forward. Ohio is one of the few remaining states without a 
statewide defense commission, council, or department dedicated to supporting military 
assets, and the establishment of this commission strengthens Ohio’s role in national 
defense. The Ohio Defense Commission will protect and expand military missions, support 
workforce development, and help ensure installation communities remain resilient and 
well‑connected. This bill makes Ohio an even better bet to grow the defense industry for 
years to come. 

Thank you for your consideration of House Bill 292 and I urge your support.  

 


