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The Honorable Tracy Richardson

Ohio House Veterans and Military Development Committee
1 Capitol Square

Columbus, OH 43215

RE: Sub. House Bill 292 (Ohio Defense & Space Commission)

Chair Richardson, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Lawson-Rowe, and members
of the House Veterans and Military Development Committee, as a compliment to our

previous testimony, we support the changes made in the substitute bill and urge this

committee to pass Substitute House Bill 292.

We appreciate Representative Mathews, Representative Santucci, and Senator Reineke
for including the aerospace industry in Sub. House Bill 292 and Senate Bill 362. This
addition reflects Ohio's growing leadership in low-Earth orbit commercialization,
commercial space stations, and microgravity manufacturing, opportunities that also
support semiconductor production and advanced materials development.

As mentioned previously, Ohio already has one of the nation’s strongest defense and
aerospace ecosystems, anchored by Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, the Air Force
Research Laboratory, NASA Glenn, the Ohio State/Voyager VISTA initiative, and a
rapidly expanding private-sector network. However, competition among states for
federal defense dollars, private capital, and next-generation innovation continues to
intensify, as evidenced by the continued push to relocate NASA's headquarters from
Washington, D.C. to Cleveland upon its lease expiration in 2028 (March 11, 2025
Congressional Delegation Letter).

Substitute House Bill 292 sends a clear message that Ohio is prepared to compete
strategically for defense, aerospace, and advanced-technology investment.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact us with
any questions.

Sincerely,
Nikki Cooper

Vice President of Business Engagement & External Affairs
Ohio Business Roundtable
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