
 
 

 

 

Representative Ty Mathews 

House District 83 

 

Veterans and Military Development Committee, Sponsor Testimony on House Bill 788 

May 13th, 2026 

 

Chair Richardson, Ranking Member Lawson-Rowe, and members of the 

committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 

788. This bill updates Ohio’s military leave law to better reflect the 

schedules worked by law enforcement officers and other public safety 

employees who also serve in the military. 

Current law calculates military leave using a standard workday structure 

that does not align with the schedules many public safety employees work. 

Law enforcement officers, firefighters, EMTs, and other public safety 

personnel often work extended or non-traditional shifts that differ from a 

traditional schedule, creating inconsistencies in how military leave is 

applied. 

House Bill 788 creates a fairer and more practical standard for public 

safety employees while continuing to support those who serve both their 

communities and our country. This legislation recognizes the sacrifices 

made by members of the National Guard and reserve components and 

helps ensure they are treated equitably under Ohio law. 

I respectfully urge your support for House Bill 788. 

 


