Representative Ty Mathews
House District 83

Veterans & Military Development Committee Services Committee, Sponsor Testimony on House
Bill 823
May 20", 2026

Chair Richardson, Ranking Member Lawson-Rowe, and members of the
committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill
823. This bill takes a practical approach to ensuring that Ohioans who are
called to active military duty can continue serving in elected office. No
elected official should be forced to step away from the office they were
chosen for simply because they answered the call to serve our country.

House Bill 823 allows elected officials deployed on active duty to attend
public meetings remotely and ensures they are not penalized under
attendance or vacancy laws because of their deployment. The bill applies
these protections across state and local government, including county
offices, township offices, and boards of education, while still maintaining
accountability and continuity in government operations.

At its core, this legislation recognizes the sacrifice made by members of
the armed forces and the Ohio National Guard who serve both their
communities and their country. Ohio should support those individuals and
ensure military service does not unfairly prevent them from continuing to
fulfill the duties of the office they were elected to hold. For those reasons,
I respectfully urge the committee’s support for House Bill 823.



