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Military Service Members

Chair Richardson, Ranking Member Lawson-Rowe, and members of the Veterans and
Military Development Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on HB 823,
alongside my joint sponsor Rep. Mathews. | appreciate his partnership on this legislation
and ability to craft a better bill given his firsthand experience in this matter.

There is no such thing as a simple bill here, but this one gets close. Ohio currently protects
the private sector employment of members of our armed forces when they are called up for
duty or have training obligations. Much to the disappointment of Ohioans across the state,
however, our laws are not as clear or non-existent when it comes to elected officials’
positions and their protection from forced removal should they be absent due to military
service.

This specific concern arose when members of the Parma community contacted me in early
Spring asking for help in preventing the possible forced vacation of Parma City School Board
Member Ashley McTaggart who is an Air Force veteran and current reservist, being called
up for active military duty first stateside and now abroad. Ashley would miss the number of
meetings eligible for her fellow board members to declare her seat vacated due to gray
area over protection of elected office during military service and very clear current
legislative language preventing her from joining the meetings virtually.

| contacted Rep. Mathews who has first-hand experience which he will share and we
crafted HB 823 and introduced it immediately to attempt to prevent the forced vacating of
office conversations in Parma. Regrettably Ashley’s fellow board members are still
discussing their potential actions. Ashley is not alone however, after introduction we
received several personal outreaches from local elected officials in a variety of capacities
who all had the same concern with upcoming military deployment. Each was worried about
the potential of being forcibly removed from office due to their absence. HB 823 is a bill for
Ashley, for Tyler, for Alex, and for the countless elected officials in Ohio who have taken up
the call to serve their local communities and their nation. They should not fear removal of
office for serving in the military. It is that simple.



