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Testimony before the Ohio House Ways and Means Committee April 2, 2025 on H.B. 186

Chair Roemer, Ranking Member Troy, and members of the House Ways and Means
Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to testfiy in support of HB 186, one of the most
important pieces of legislation we can pass to address our property tax issue in Ohio. |
appreciate Rep. Hoops, a fellow former County Auditor, asking me to join him in this effort
back in November. We have spent over 4 months working on this legislation in coordination
with many people smarter than us to ensure that we get this right. I’d like to thank the County
Auditor’s Association, especially Chris Kline, the Department of Education and Workforce,
Department of Tax, LSC, and members of the school community for their help on HB 186.

Rep. Hoops explained the problem specifically dealing with the 20 Mill Floor as a reason for
many of the spike of unvoted taxes these past 5 years. | want to be very clear. | firmly believe
that a government should ask the voters for more revenue in taxes, and should absolutely get
the voters’ approval before receiving more then inflation. | think we can all agree with that
philosophy and it is the underpinning of HB 186.

For purposes of the taxpayer, the intent is to separate and disconnect as best possible rises in
property values with rises in unvoted property taxes. We as a legislature passed HB 920 to do
this and the 20 Mill Floor Guarunteed Tax Rate has put a hole right through that legislation.
The bill would ensure that the value of the school district for purposes of the tax rate
calculation and formula would only increase by the inflation that happened during the
revaluation cycle. This ensures the legislation is constitutional and uniform and that taxpayers
would not see a direct connection between their increase in value and increase in taxes.

For purposes of the school district, the intent is to allow revenue growth, but only at what we
can all agree they should receive, not more than inflation. We will continue to see more and
more schools reaching the 20 Mill Guaranteed Tax Rate and we need a long-term solution to



prevent the spikes of unvoted taxes. HB 186 we propose is the right step.

Is this a silver bullet though, no. Is this the only bill needing passed on Property Tax Reform,
no. It is another of the many policies needed to help taxpayers. HB 186 will impact 3/4" of
Ohio’s school districts and therefore many Ohioans. If voters want to approve more than
inflation in tax money to their local schools, we don’t change that with this bill. But we make
the process more accountable to the taxpayers if they do not wish to see their bill increase as

we have over the last 5 years.

Thank you again for your time. We are happy to take questions on HB 186.



