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Thank you, Chair Roemer, Vice Chair Thomas, Ranking Member Troy, and members of the 

Ways and Means Committee, for the opportunity to provide sponsoring testimony on House Bill 

120.  

 

I stand before you today with great enthusiasm, accompanied by my joint sponsor, 

Representative Gross, to offer and seek this committee's support for House Bill 120, a piece of 

legislation that addresses a matter of importance for the safety and well-being of Ohioans. Its 

passage will not be a matter of policy but a testament to Ohio’s commitment to the safety and 

security of our great state and the Second Amendment. 
 

This bill seeks to provide a sales tax exemption for firearm safety devices, such as gun locks and 

firearm safes. House Bill 120, at its core, is not just about promoting responsible firearm 

ownership but ensuring that when Ohioans exercise their right to the Second Amendment, they 

think of having a gun without a safety lock as driving without wearing a seatbelt. Or "Gun 

safety devices are like smoke detectors in your home." You hope you never need them, but 

you’re responsible if you have them.  

 

House Bill 120 offers a practical solution to making essential safety devices more accessible and 

affordable for Ohioans. 

 

By exempting these safety devices from sales tax, we hope to encourage responsible Second 

Amendment ownership and empower individuals to take proactive steps in securing their 

firearms. Gun locks and safes are proven tools for preventing accidents, thefts, and unauthorized 

access to weapons, and their widespread use can save lives. 

 

House Bill 120 has received bipartisan support from this body and organizations. During the 

second hearing, you will hear testimony from proponents representing organizations such as 

Buckeye Firearms Association, Moms Demand Action, and others working to protect and defend 

citizens' rights to own and use firearms for legal activities, self-defense, hunting, and recreation. 

 

I thank you again for the opportunity to speak in support of House Bill 120. My joint sponsor 

and I will be happy to answer any questions. 
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