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Chairman Roemer, Vice Chair Thomas, Ranking Member Troy and members of the House Ways 

& Means Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Sub.HB186. 
  

My name is Alan Harold. I'm currently a Stark County Commissioner, and I previously served as 

the Stark County Auditor, an office I held for 14 years.  I'm proud to be representing both the 

County Commissioners Association of Ohio (CCAO) and the County Auditors’ Association of 

Ohio (CAAO) here today. 
  
I'd like to thank my former colleague Rep. Thomas along with Rep. Hoops (both having been 

county auditors like me) for their leadership and introduction of HB186.  Both sponsors worked 

extensively with county commissioners and county auditors across Ohio to develop the core 

principles of this legislation. 
  
In its most simplistic terms, HB186 would cap the allowable property tax increase in 20-mill 

floor school districts to the rate of inflation rather than the appraised property value 

increase.  Given that 483 (out of a total of 611) of Ohio’s school districts are currently at the 20-

mill floor AND that approximately 65%-70% of all property taxes paid are for schools, you can 

understand why this bill would have such a significant impact on providing much needed tax 

relief to Ohio property owners. This bill correctly addresses a fundamental problem in Ohio’s 

property tax system.  

  

The retroactivity provisions of HB186 will provide true property relief in 2026 to Ohioans who 

have been most impacted by the recent valuation spikes we’ve experienced. While CAAO has 

already endorsed this change, CCAO has not yet met to take a position on the retroactivity 

provision of this bill. 

 

 I would encourage this committee and members of the General Assembly and Governor 

DeWine, along with the Department of Taxation, to act swiftly.  If there is any way to enact this 

for first half tax bills, more Ohioans – especially those who escrow their property taxes – will 

realize the benefits of this bill. 

  

You may ask, what about Ohioans who don't live in a 20-mill floor school district?  For these 

property owners, the tax reduction factors of HB920 have and will continue to work.  These 
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owners received the benefit while their neighbors did not.  With HB186, all Ohioans will now be 

on the same plane with regard to property taxation, just as the law originally intended.  As 

county auditor, I vividly remember homeowners being concerned when they saw their new value 

following an appraisal cycle, but those living in a 20-mill floor school district were the ones 

more likely to challenge their value because their taxes increased at the same rate as their values.   

 

While this committee has considered and approved other necessary property tax reform 

measures, county commissioners and county auditors feel Sub. HB186 will provide meaningful 

and immediate relief that taxpayers are demanding. 

 

Mr. Chairman, thank you for allowing me to testify, I'd be happy to answer any questions you 

may have.  

 

 


