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Chair Roemer, Vice Chair Thomas, Ranking Member Troy, and members of the House Ways and
Means Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today on House Bill 186. My name is
Mark Ingles, and I serve as the Treasurer/CFO of Jonathan Alder Local School District in Franklin,
Madison, and Union Counties.

Ohio is at an inflection point. With home values at historic highs, there is a growing public demand
for the reform or outright abolition of property taxes. While I fully agree that there is a need for
reform to our property tax system, the solutions being proposed at the statehouse will have adverse
effects on our communities. Our local governments provide education, public safety, parks and
recreation, and libraries to every Ohioan. The destabilizing effects of HB 186 will make it difficult,
if not impossible, for local governments to continue to provide these vital services.

As written, HB 186 would retroactively cut revenues that have already been collected, budgeted,
and in many cases obligated through contracts and collective bargaining agreements. This creates
significant financial instability for districts like mine, which is experiencing significant enrollment
growth. Every one of our 2,400 students have their individual needs that are supported by our
dedicated staff members. Having our revenue reduced retroactively harms our ability to attract and
retain the very best staff that our students deserve. We have signed contracts with our staff as well
as with vendors to provide an education that our students deserve. Those contracts are at risk due
to this proposal.

| respectfully urge the committee to consider alternatives that protect taxpayers while preserving
the stability schools need to educate Ohio’s children.

Thank you for your time and consideration. | am happy to answer any questions.
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