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House Ways and Means
House Bill 186
October 15, 2025

Garfield Heights City School District, Cuyahoga County
Phillip J. Oko, Treasurer/CFO

Chair Roemer, Vice Chair Thomas, Ranking Member Troy, and members of the
House Ways and Means Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today
on House Bill 186. My name is Phillip J. Oko, and 1 serve as the Treasurer/CFO of
Garfield Heights CSD in Cuyahoga County.

First, I want Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on House Bill 186.
[ speak on behalf of Garfield Heights City School District, which serves a diverse
student body in Cuyahoga County, and for whom stable and sufficient funding is
essential to delivering quality education.

Like you, I believe we need responsible, balanced solutions that provide relief to
taxpayers without destabilizing schools. But, as we appreciate the goal of providing
property tax relief, this version of HB 186 would shift costs and risks onto districts
like ours in ways that threaten educational services and fiscal stability, and pose an
increased tax burden on our already tax-fatigued community.

Garfield Heights is the second highest taxed community in the state of Ohio — led
by unique city charters, county taxes, and a large reliance on residential taxpayers,
with a minimal commercial base. We are the “City of Homes” for a reason.
Although our community is so highly taxed, it is an anomaly given the school
district only collects on 52% of those taxes, well below the average statewide of
between 60-70%. We are advocating in opposition of HB186 as currently written,
given this legislation will immediately undermine certified county valuations, ORC
412 certificates, and impact our cash-flow to the tune of $251,801. A roughly -1%
change in local revenue. This would be an immediate and painful consequence that
would lead to further staffing reductions, program eliminations, and possible asks
from the community for further support. Please keep in mind our Board of

education _has not put a new money levy on_the ballot in 13 vears, as they
understand the burden our community bears with property taxes.

As we operate as one of the poorest, underserved and underfunded school districts
in the state of Ohio, we also want to highlight how detrimental these changes are to
our already fragile system. Every dollar in our school district counts, and although
we pride ourselves on education our students, they and their families rely on us for
so much more than that.
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As our District has undergone significant financial challenges, from failing 3
subsequent renewal levies, major cuts in the State Aid, and Federal Grant
elimination, we urge this committee to reject this bill, or amend it to include the
following:

* Remove the “lookback provisions;

e Reinstate a meaningful schoo! funding adjustment to offset lost local
capacity;
Incorporate protections for districts with limited local tax base;
Provide phase-in flexibility and predictable transitions;

e Explore alternatives (such as a targeted property tax circuit breaker) that
relieve tax burdens without eroding school funding.

Our students, families, and community depend on you to preserve the integrity of
public education funding in our District, and across Ohio. We hope you consider
our testimony.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Respectfully submitted,

thty ) o

Phillip I. Oko, Treasurer/CFO
Garfield Heights City School District



