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Chair Roemer, Vice Chair Thomas, Ranking Member Troy, and members of the House Ways and
Means Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today on House Bill 186. My name is
Laurena Rouan, and I serve as the Treasurer/CFO of Champion Local Schools, Trumbull County.

First, I want to acknowledge the real concern that rising property taxes present for our
communities. Like you, I believe we need responsible, balanced solutions that provide relief to
taxpayers without destabilizing schools.

Champion Local Schools is a high performing district with the majority of our community blue
collar hard working citizens who support our schools. The changes made to the “Emergency
Levy/Fixed Sum levies will drastically reduce revenue in our district. We have 2 emergency
levies, both passed prior to September of 2013 and both are currently eligible and receive the
rollback and homestead. Eliminating these options will put a total of $416,435.60 back on the
property tax bill of our supporting seniors and other citizens in our district.

As written, HB 186 would retroactively cut revenues that have already been collected, budgeted,
and in many cases obligated through contracts and collective bargaining agreements. This creates
significant financial instability for districts like mine. Our community supported our new
construction of a K-8 building by approving the bond issue on the first attempt. Our district
maintains a carryover balance of 3 months of expenditures and that is all, with the current non
support on the state budget side our district will already be in financial distress and the removal
of homestead and rollback putting additional burden on our taxpayers will certainly change the
programs and services we can provide to the students of Champion Local Schools. Behind
those dollars are teachers, bus drivers, and support staff who directly serve our students.

This proposal risks undermining our ability to focus on what matters most: preparing students for
success in literacy, math, workforce readiness, and beyond.

I respectfully urge the committee to consider alternatives that protect taxpayers while preserving
the stability schools need to educate Ohio’s children.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I am happy to answer any questions.



