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Chairman Roemer, Vice Chairman Thomas, Ranking Member Troy, and members of the
House Ways and Means Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on
Substitute House Bill (HB) 186. My name is Mike Hearn, Superintendent of the
Fairless Local Schools. Joining me in support of this testimony are Superintendents
Brett Yeagley of Lake Local, Vince Lindsey of Strasburg-Franklin Local, and
Treasurers Mark Phillips of Fairless Local and Tusky Valley Local, Nicole Nichols of
Lake Local, and Jason Schatzel of Canton Local. We appreciate the opportunity to
share our perspective on the new changes to HB 186.

If House Bill 186 were to pass as initially written, our school districts are prepared to budget
appropriately. Under the stable, flat funding which would occur under the original HB 186,
our districts would use tools like attrition, cash carryover, and negotiated agreements to
keep costs down and budgets balanced.

The amended version of House Bill 186 with retroactive tax cuts would pose a significant
financial threat to our school districts. Ohio is a very economically diverse state, the schools
we represent are a microcosm of that diversity. The impact of HB 186 as amended shows
how this bill has the potential to greatly harm some districts, cause financial instability in
others, and have no impact on some.

A direct financial loss to Fairless Local- $1.9 Million Loss in Funding Annually:

. Immediate Revenue Loss: In the first year alone (FY 2025), the proposed legislation
would reduce Fairless’ funding by $1.9 million, an over 9% decrease from what is
expected under current law.

. Compounding Losses: This is not a one-time cut. The financial damage continues,
with projected losses of another $1.9 million in 2026 and $1.9 million in 2027. Over
the course of three years, this amounts to a nearly $6 million reduction in anticipated
revenue.

At Strasburg-Franklin, the dollar amount is less; however this bill will bring financial
instability to a district that is currently barely balancing the budget. This district would see
an immediate cut of $250,000 (FY2025). They too would see compounding cuts.



Taxpayers in Lake Local would not benefit from this bill. In Stark County, this same scenario
plays out in several districts. Tax reform that is one size fits all in a state as diverse as Ohio
will create winners and losers. The losers will see real reductions at their public schools.

At Fairless and Strasburg, both districts will see cuts of 9% and 5% respectively if HB 186
passes as amended. Reductions of this amount would force both districts to implement
deep cuts and return to state mandated programs. Athletics, arts, STEM related
programming, and electives would be gone; higher class sizes would become the norm.
Both districts would be forced to put levies on the ballot as it would be impossible to make
cuts deep enough to balance the budget. Lake Local is one of the highest performing
districts in the state and spends less than most, even there unstable funding presents a
challenge to maintain programs.

We are committed to working with the legislature toward solutions that promote both
taxpayer fairness and adequate learning opportunities for children. We urge the
committee to remove the retroactivity portion of the bill and return to the original
version of the bill.

Chairman Roemer and members of the committee, thank you for your time and
consideration. We appreciate your commitment to Ohio’s schools and students. We are
happy to answer any questions you may have.





