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Chair Roemer, Vice Chair Thomas, Ranking Member Troy, and members of the House Ways and
Means Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today on House Bill 186. My name is
Teri Riesenberg and I serve as the Treasurer of Three Rivers Local Schools in Hamilton County.

I appreciate the shared concern that rising property taxes create real hardship for many
residents—especially seniors on fixed incomes. As a school treasurer, my responsibility extends
not only to our 1,898 students, who depend on their public schools to prepare for college,
careers, and service, but also to the taxpayers who expect transparency, accountability, and
stability in how we manage public funds.

While property tax reform is needed, it must not come at the expense of public education. Stable,
predictable local revenue is essential for districts to operate effectively and deliver the quality
education our communities expect.

As written, HB 186 would retroactively reduce revenues already collected, budgeted, and in
many cases obligated through contracts and collective bargaining agreements. This creates
significant financial instability for districts like ours, where property taxes make up a large share
of the general fund. If revenue growth is capped without corresponding state support, we will
face difficult choices—Ilarger class sizes, reduced programs, deferred maintenance, or staff
reductions—all of which directly affect students and families.

We fully support targeted tax relief for homeowners, but any reform must protect the stable
revenue base schools rely on. It is imperative that alternative solutions be considered—
approaches that provide taxpayer relief while preserving the financial stability schools need to
educate Ohio’s children. Thoughtful, balanced reform can achieve both.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Our schools, students, and local communities depend
on stable funding—please work to protect both families and the education of Ohio’s children.



