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Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony. My name is Molly Snodgrass, I am an Ohio 
taxpayer and Board of Education candidate for Big Walnut Local Schools in Delaware County. 

Property tax relief is an important discussion, especially for seniors, people with disabilities, and families 
on fixed or low incomes. However, any solution to this statewide issue must avoid destabilizing our public 
schools. The Governor’s Property Tax Working Group and the Ohio Education Policy Institute both 
emphasize that schools rely heavily on property taxes—across the state, homeowners now fund about 
68% of local school revenue, up from 46% in 1975.  In Big Walnut, that percentage is even higher. 

While I support targeted property tax relief, HB 186’s current structure rebates property tax collections 
without state reimbursement, and applies unevenly across the state, with some districts seeing no 
revenue reductions and other districts losing millions.  From Big Walnut alone, the current version of the 
bill reclaims about $22 million from our forecasted revenue over fiscal years 2026–2028. That loss would 
exacerbate the need for a new operating levy, negating the bill’s intent and burdening the very taxpayers 
the bill intends to support.  If any such levy should fail, our school district will be forced to make the 
difficult decision of which programs and services to cut to offset the significant amount of lost revenue. 

Effective property tax reform should: 

• Ensure stable school funding 
• Protect vulnerable taxpayers 
• Rebuild the state-local partnership 

 
HB 186 undermines these goals by limiting local control, applying unevenly to districts across the state 
rather than targeted to those who need it most, and most critically, by failing to replace lost funds.  The 
bill does nothing to reduce the costs of providing a quality public education, nor does it reduce how 
much of that funding a district would need to source locally. 

Please revise HB 186 to reflect recommendations from the Governor’s report and OEPI research. Relief 
should be targeted, sustainable, and equitable—through measures like income-based circuit breakers, 
expanded homestead exemptions, or deferrals for low- and middle-income seniors—while guaranteeing 
state backfill for reductions in school revenue. 

The state of Ohio can and must ease the burden on homeowners without sacrificing the quality of our 
public schools—the bedrock of our communities. Thank you for your time and commitment to this 
critical issue. 

Respectfully, 

Molly Snodgrass 


