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Jefferson Township Fire Department 

Dear Ohio House Ways and Means Committee,  

As a firefighter here in Adams County, I want to thank you for considering House Bill 540. I 
strongly support what you’re trying to do, because I see firsthand how this issue affects us on 
the ground. 

When large organizations like The Nature Conservancy own tens of thousands of acres in our 
county, that land still needs emergency coverage. We’re the ones who get called when there’s a 
brush fire, a lost hiker, or a medical emergency out on one of those back roads. Many of these 
properties are rough terrain, with long, steep gravel roads that are hard on our trucks and take a 
lot of fuel to reach. The costs fall on local fire departments and townships that already operate 
on bare-bones budgets. 

Our volunteers give their time for free, but equipment and maintenance aren’t free. We hold fish 
fries, raffles, and pancake breakfasts just to afford new hoses or turnout gear. Even a small 
payment in lieu of taxes from these large landowners, like your bill proposes, would make a big 
difference. We could replace outdated gear, keep our brush trucks in better shape, and improve 
radio coverage in the hills so we can communicate during a call. 

This isn’t about being against conservation—it’s about fairness. When someone owns 20,000 
acres and benefits from public programs, it’s only right that they help support the local services 
that keep those areas safe. 

Thank you for standing up for the small towns and rural fire departments that keep this county 
running. We appreciate your leadership and your willingness to speak up for communities like 
ours. 

Respectfully, 

JT Hackworth 

Jefferson Township Fire Chief 
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