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Chairman Roemer, Vice-Chair Thomas, Ranking Member Troy, and fellow members
of the House Ways and Means Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today on

HB 341 today.

For many people, there is no greater thing than to have a family of their own.
Personally, were it not for my family’s support throughout my life, | am not sure where |
would be today. It seems then that is the responsibility of good government to encourage
family on both practical and moral grounds. Practically, a shrinking population in Ohio is a
disaster in waiting; according to the Greater Ohio Policy Center, we can expect to see about
half a million fewer innovators, workers, and taxpayers in Ohio by 2050." Morally, what are
you supposed to do when all you and your partner wanted was to create a family of your
own, but you cannot afford fertility treatments? Are you just supposed to sacrifice one of
life’s greatest gifts? Population decline and the struggles modern America faces when
trying to plan a family is a touchy and important topic right now, but | stand here hoping to

be a part of the solution.

This bill provides employers a tax-incentive to choose healthcare plans which cover
the cost of assisted reproduction. Practically, that means companies with fewer than 50

full-time employees can receive a $50,000 tax credit and companies with more than 50

T https://www.nbc4i.com/news/local-news/central-ohio-news/ohio-projected-to-experience-long-term-
population-decline-report-reveals/
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employees can receive a $500,000 tax credit for offering this vital service. As far as | see it,
incentives like this fulfill our government’s moral responsibility to families while tackling a
practical issue Ohio faces, all the while not forcing our companies or workers to do

anything.

If Ohio truly wants to be an exemplar in our country, a place where families know
they can build their future without dreading over the crushing upfront costs to start a family,
then we must boldly approach policy which puts families first. This bill, along with House
Bills 231, 262, 340, and 342 comprise my Family First Agenda; by making it easier and more
cost-effective for people to start families in our state, we can grow common-sense pro-
family law into a nationally-recognized pro-family reputation. Chairman Roemer, Vice-
Chair Thomas, Ranking Member Troy, and fellow members of the House Ways and Means
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on HB 341. |

welcome any questions you may have.



