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State Representative

Chairman Roemer, Vice Chair Thomas, Ranking Member Troy, and members of the House
Ways and Means Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on
House Bill 261.

House Bill 261 provides meaningful property tax relief to some of Ohio’s most vulnerable
homeowners—our seniors, Ohioans living with disabilities, and qualifying surviving spouses.
Specifically, this legislation builds upon the existing homestead exemption and creates a
framework for additional local property tax relief.

Under current law, qualifying homeowners receive a standard homestead exemption that
exempts $25,000 of a homeowner’s property value from taxation. Recent changes in the
operating budget also allow county commissioners to create a local homestead exemption that
mirrors the state exemption—currently $25,000 and adjusted for inflation.

To encourage local governments to implement this additional relief, House Bill 261 provides that
the state will reimburse half of the value of a locally adopted homestead exemption. In practice,
this means the state would cover $12,500 of the $25,000 local exemption, adjusted for inflation.
If a county chooses to adopt the local homestead exemption, a qualifying homeowner could
receive up to $50,000 of their home’s value shielded from property taxation—3$25,000 from the
existing state homestead exemption and $25,000 from the locally adopted exemption. Of that
total amount, the state would ultimately cover $37,500, with the local government responsible
for the remaining $12,500.

For many Ohioans on fixed incomes, property taxes continue to rise while their incomes remain
relatively unchanged. The homestead exemption was designed to provide stability and security
for people who have spent a lifetime contributing to their communities. Unfortunately, the
current exemption has not kept pace with rising property values and increasing tax burdens.

In fast-growing suburban communities like those in Delaware and Union Counties, this issue is
becoming even more pronounced. Rapid growth has driven up property values significantly,
which can be a positive sign of a healthy and desirable community. However, for seniors and
disabled residents living on fixed incomes, those rising values can translate directly into higher
tax bills—even if their income has not changed at all.

I hear from constituents regularly who are proud to have lived in their homes for decades, raised
their families there, and helped build the communities we represent today. Yet many now worry
that increasing property taxes could make it difficult to stay in the very homes they worked their
entire lives to afford. House Bill 261 helps address that concern by strengthening the homestead



exemption and encouraging local governments to adopt additional relief. This change allows
more of a home’s value to be shielded from taxation, providing real and meaningful relief to
those who qualify.

At its core, this legislation is about fairness and stability. Seniors and disabled Ohioans built our
communities, paid taxes for decades, and invested in the neighborhoods we all benefit from
today.

A conservative principle I strongly believe in is that government should not tax people out of the
homes they worked their entire lives to own. House Bill 261 takes a responsible step toward
protecting that principle while providing targeted relief to those who need it most.

Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony. I would be happy to answer any
questions the committee may have.



