Chris Glassburn
State Representative for the 15th House District

Sponsor Testimony for House Bill 608, A Multifaceted Property Tax Reform Bill
House Ways and Means Committee
May 13, 2026

Chair Roemer, Ranking Member Troy, and members of the House Ways and Means Committee,
thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill 608, and thank you Rep Thomas,
for allowing me to join you on this bill.

As Rep Thomas mentioned, this bill makes several small but impactful changes.

The first provision I would like to address is the guarantee of at least 30 days between the
mailing of a property tax bill and its due date. This item hit particularly close to home for
residents in my district, who have experienced delays for multiple years in receiving their
property tax bills. Just this year, residents were still waiting to receive their bills in early
February, but were still expected to mail in their property tax bills by February 19th. Though the
county later extended the deadline to March 2nd, the mail was still marked with the February
19th deadline. When homeowners receive these late notices, it causes unnecessary fear of late
fees and foreclosure. Creating a standardized timeline provides clarity for taxpayers and
administrative staff.

The second provision in this bill would allow for conditional ballot language. Currently, if a city,
school district, or other taxing entity wanted to decrease its property taxes and supplement the
lost revenue by increasing its local income tax, it would need to put two separate proposals on
the ballot, each to be voted on separately. This creates issues when the first incentive passes, but
the second one doesn’t. Additionally, separating the provisions creates timing inconsistencies,
resulting in gaps when one provision takes effect before the other.

These aren’t the grand changes or groundbreaking ideas that this committee has become experts
in handling, but that doesn't mean they're insignificant. Dozens of issues, small and large, lead us
to this property tax crisis. As we make reforms, unintended consequences will occur, and we’ll
need to do even more fixes.



At its core, property taxes are an affordability issue. It is a question of whether our seniors and
those on a fixed income can afford to stay in the homes they spent a lifetime building. It is a
question of whether we can afford to invest in the communities we call home.

On a good day, the work we do here is boring, and quite frankly, those are the days I often like
the most. When we skip the highly polarizing and often unsolvable issues, and instead focus on
what we can do to deliver results. This work is important, it is worth doing, and it is worth
spending time on. Simply put, this bill represents a collection of several small provisions that
make daily life for our residents a little bit better.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony, and we are happy to answer any
questions you might have.



