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Chair Roemer, Ranking Member Troy, and Fellow Members of the House Ways 
and Means Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to provide Sponsor 
Testimony alongside my Joint Sponsor on HB 608, legislation I have been referring 
to as the collection of small frustrations with the property tax system that we 
have been hearing but are not substantial enough for their own bill. So this is a 
catch all for tweaks to the system that improve transparency, customer service, 
and use of taxpayer dollars.  
 
Representative Glassburn will hit on two of the aspects of the legislation in his 
remarks, but examples of policies HB 608 include are: 
 

- Guaranteeing payment plans at the county level that are free and 
advertised. While this option exists across the state and does not lower the 
payers’ bill, having in statute this requirement and sharing the news to 
taxpayers helps soften and spread the impact.   
 

- Allow Real Estate Assessment Fund dollars to be returned directly to 
owner-occupied homes if there is an excess in collection. Currently, the 
statutory fee that the Auditor charges local taxing districts is collected and 
kept to pay for the revaluation and real estate services. There are many 
instances where the collection is higher than needed, and under current 
law the Auditor can give these funds to the local tax districts but not the 
actual taxpayer. A small number of counties do this, but more would if the 
money went back to the resident instead of the government.  
 

- Extend from 8 to 10 years the period during which a property’s value can 
remain fixed if it is being developed for future sale as a homesite but has 
not yet been sold. This suggestion came directly from homebuilders in the 



 

Youngstown area who have shown me the data for their market timelines 
which are not as robust as other parts of the state. This policy still provide 
the properties are paying into the pot and being taxed.  
 

- Require mailed notice to property owners of any changes to their property 
valuation. This is current practice in some counties, however many view the 
tax bill as the required notice of value change and update. In my county we 
made sure every property received notice and had the information we 
require in this statute of tax credits, process, value appeals, and more. That 
information helps lower frustration from the taxpayers.  


