E:

Tri-Valley Joint Fire District (740) 754-1332 Station
21 W 9% Street PO Box 687 (740) 754-1778 Fax
Dresden, Ohio 43821 www.tvjfd.org

DI 'rm
ESiE{2024

Monday, June 1, 2026

I am writing to express my support for Ohio House Bill 778 and its efforts to protect funding for
fire and EMS services when tax abatements are granted.

Economic development and new business growth are important for our communities, and we
welcome opportunities that bring jobs and investment to Ohio. However, new businesses also
increase the demand for emergency services, including fire protection, emergency medical
response, fire prevention activities, and rescue services.

Fire and EMS are essential public services that communities depend on every day. When tax
abatements reduce revenue that would otherwise support these services, local departments can be
placed in the difficult position of meeting increased service demands with fewer resources.
House Bill 778 helps ensure that fire and EMS agencies are not unfairly impacted when tax
incentives are provided for development. Protecting funding for these critical services helps
maintain public safety while still allowing communities to pursue economic growth.

Thank you for your consideration and for your support of Ohio’s fire and EMS providers.
Sincerely,

Matt Salmons, Fire Chief

Tri-Valley Joint Fire District



