Proponent Testimony on House Bill 778

House Ways and Means Committee
Ohio House of Representatives

Chairman Roemer, Vice Chair Thomas, Ranking Member Troy, and members of the
House Ways and Means Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony in support of House Bill
778.

My name is Brian Dunlevy, and I serve as the Fire Chief of the Mifflin Township
Division of Fire. I am here today in support of House Bill 778 because this legislation
protects voter-approved fire and emergency medical services funding that is critical to the
safety of our community.

The Mifflin Township Division of Fire serves a diverse and growing population within
Franklin County, responding to between 9,000 and 10,000 calls for service each year.
These calls represent real emergencies—structure fires, medical incidents, vehicle
crashes, rescues, and hazardous situations—where our residents rely on us as their first
and often only line of defense.

For decades, our department has remained committed to providing high-quality
emergency services while maintaining fiscal responsibility to our taxpayers. We operate
with a focus on efficiency, strategic staffing, and responsible management of resources to
ensure that every dollar entrusted to us is used effectively to protect life and property.

However, the effectiveness of our operations depends heavily on the integrity of voter-
approved funding streams. The issue before us is that funding approved by voters
specifically for fire and emergency medical services can be reduced or redirected through
mechanisms such as tax abatements, Tax Increment Financing districts, and Community
Reinvestment Areas. These decisions are often made without direct input from fire
departments or the communities that rely on these services.

While development and growth are important, they also increase the demand for
emergency services. When funding is diverted, fire departments are still expected to
respond, serve, and protect those areas—without receiving the resources necessary to do
so effectively. This creates a growing imbalance between service demand and available
funding.

The Mifflin Township Division of Fire, like many departments across Ohio, must
carefully plan for staffing, training, equipment replacement, and facility maintenance.
When dedicated revenue is reduced, it impacts our ability to sustain these essential
functions and may ultimately require departments to return to voters to request additional
funding, placing an unnecessary burden on taxpayers.



House Bill 778 does not hinder economic development. Rather, it ensures that public
safety remains a priority as communities expand. It protects the intent of voters who
approved funding specifically for fire and EMS services and helps ensure that those funds
remain dedicated to their intended purpose.

This legislation supports fairness, transparency, and the long-term sustainability of fire
and emergency medical services across Ohio. It recognizes that growth and public safety
must go hand in hand.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the committee to support House Bill 778.

Thank you for your time, your service, and your consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian Dunlevy

Fire Chief
Mifflin Township Division of Fire



