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Proponent Testimony - House Bill 778
Lance Willard, City Manager for the City of Columbiana

Chair Romer, Vice Chair Thomas, Ranking Member Troy, and esteemed members of the Ohio House of

Representatives Ways and Means Committee, thank you for affording me the opportunity to provide written
testimony for House Bill 778.

This legislation ensures that fire and EMS levies remain intact, even when tax abatements are granted. In 2018,
the City of Columbiana enacted residential, commercial, and industrial Community Reinvestment Area (CRA)
programs. Since that time, the city has experienced significant growth as a result of these successful economic
development initiatives. Since 2018, more than 350 new residential units have been constructed, and over $86
million has been invested through commercial CRA projects. Combined, residential and commercial
developments have generated more than $167 million in total investment within the City of Columbiana. In
addition to the CRA program, the city has successfully utilized Tax Increment Financing (TIF) to further
support community growth and development.

While the City of Columbiana's tax incentive programs have been highly successful, due in part to the existing
1% municipal income tax and 1% school income tax, I recognize the value of HB 778. The legislation would
allow property taxes to continue being collected for levies supporting joint fire districts, township fire districts,
fire and ambulance districts, joint EMS districts, and township fire and EMS services. HB 778 would enable the
City of Columbiana to continue leveraging the CRA program to promote growth and investment while also

strengthening support for essential fire and EMS services through tax revenue generated by newly developed
residential and commercial properties.

Over the past four years, the City of Columbiana and Fairfield Township have been the only two communities
to experience population growth across Columbiana, Mahoning, and Trumbull counties. We appreciate the State
of Ohio's commitment to providing local governments with economic development tools that allow
communities to grow responsibly. We would welcome legislation that enhances our ability to provide critical
public services while continuing the successful growth and development of our community.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding HB 778. Please do not hesitate to contact
me if you have any questions.
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