Interested Party Testimony on House Bill 778
Fairfield County Fire Chiefs Association

Chairman Roemer, Vice Chair Lorenz, Ranking Member Troy, and members of the House Ways
and Means Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding House Bill 778 on behalf of the
Fairfield County Fire Chiefs Association, representing the fire and emergency medical service
agencies serving the residents, businesses, schools, and visitors throughout Fairfield County,
Ohio.

The Fairfield County Fire Chiefs Association strongly supports House Bill 778 because it helps
protect voter-approved public safety funding and ensures that fire and EMS agencies can
continue providing essential emergency services to our communities.

Across Fairfield County, communities continue to experience residential, commercial, and
industrial growth. While growth is beneficial to our local economy, it also creates additional
demands on emergency services. Every new subdivision, apartment complex, warehouse,
manufacturing facility, school expansion, and commercial development increases the need for
fire protection, emergency medical services, rescue capabilities, fire prevention activities,
inspections, and emergency preparedness.

Most Fairfield County fire departments rely primarily on voter-approved local property tax levies
to fund fire protection and emergency medical services. While some departments receive limited
supplemental revenue through EMS billing, grants, donations, or contractual agreements,
property tax levies remain the cornerstone of public safety funding throughout our county. These
locally approved levies provide the stable and predictable funding necessary to maintain
staffing, replace aging apparatus, purchase lifesaving equipment, and ensure emergency
responders are prepared to serve their communities 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

When property tax abatements are granted through Community Reinvestment Areas (CRAs) or
when Tax Increment Financing (TIF) districts redirect tax revenue, fire departments often
experience reduced revenue despite the fact that the development generating the incentive
creates additional demand for emergency services. In many cases, fire departments are
expected to provide a higher level of service with fewer resources than voters originally intended
when approving local levies.



House Bill 778 addresses this issue by ensuring that voter-approved fire and EMS levies remain
protected and continue to provide the funding necessary to support emergency response
operations. This legislation recognizes a simple reality: economic development cannot occur
safely without adequately funded fire and emergency medical services.

Many Fairfield County fire departments serve predominantly rural areas where access to
municipal utilities is limited and emergency response often requires specialized equipment,
tanker operations, and mutual aid resources. Departments must continually invest in apparatus,
protective equipment, training, communications systems, and personnel to meet growing
service demands and comply with evolving state and federal standards.

The cost of providing these services continues to rise. Fire apparatus that once cost a few
hundred thousand dollars now routinely exceed one million dollars. Ambulance replacement
costs continue to increase, and recruiting and retaining qualified firefighters and paramedics
remains a challenge for departments across Ohio. Protecting existing revenue streams is critical
to maintaining emergency services and avoiding additional burdens on local taxpayers.

The Fairfield County Fire Chiefs Association believes House Bill 778 strikes an appropriate
balance between encouraging economic development and ensuring communities maintain the
public safety infrastructure necessary to support that growth. This legislation does not prevent
development incentives; rather, it ensures that the fire and EMS services protecting those
developments remain adequately funded.

On behalf of the Fairfield County Fire Chiefs Association, we respectfully urge the committee to
support House Bill 778 and advance this important legislation.

Thank you for your time and consideration. | would be happy to answer any questions.
Respectfully Submitted,
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