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Chairman Roemer, Vice Chair Thomas, Ranking Member Troy, and members of the House
Ways and Means Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on
House Bill 608. My name is Hannah Kubbins and I’'m the Legislative Director for Americans for
Prosperity — Ohio.

Property taxes should fund essential local services while respecting taxpayer rights. That means
the system must be transparent, neutral, broad-based, and it must give Ohioans the information
and flexibility they need to hold their local governments accountable. H.B. 608 advances several
of those goals in practical, meaningful ways. It improves how property tax bills are administered,
gives taxpayers more time to respond to assessment changes, and creates a voluntary payment
option that gives property owners greater control over their finances without weakening the
structural integrity of the system.

Unlike most taxes Ohioans pay, property taxes arrive as a direct, itemized bill — typically twice
a year — which makes the cost of local government concrete and hard to ignore. AFP's view is
that this transparency is a feature of the property tax system,; it forces accountability in a way that
payroll withholding does not. H.B. 608 does not change that accountability structure. What it
does is give current property owners who are not delinquent a voluntary option to pay in four or
twelve equal monthly installments rather than in two lump sums.

This is a process improvement, not a deferral. Participating taxpayers pay the same total
obligation in the same tax year, but they simply pay it in smaller, more frequent increments. The
contract structure is clear, the opt-in is voluntary, and the penalties for missing a payment are
defined. For working families, fixed-income seniors, and small business owners managing
monthly cash flow, paying $300 per month is functionally more manageable than paying $1,800
twice a year, even when the total is identical. This provision provides needed breathing room for
residents without reducing what local governments receive.

AFP believes local governments should give property owners clear, timely notice of proposed
changes to their tax obligations, with enough time to review, respond, and participate. H.B. 608
advances this by extending the minimum notice period for tax bills from twenty days to thirty
days, for both real property and manufactured home taxes. It also adds an automatic extension of
the due date whenever a bill cannot be mailed thirty days in advance.

Thirty days is a reasonable, minimum standard. Twenty days is often not enough time for a
property owner to review a bill, identify a potential error, contact the county auditor, or arrange
the finances to pay. As property values and tax bills have risen sharply across Ohio in recent
years, this small procedural improvement makes a meaningful practical difference.



When a county auditor changes the assessed value of a property, the notice sent to the owner
should do more than state the new number. H.B. 608 amends the law to require that such notices
also include how to contact the auditor with questions, how to contest the assessment informally
or through the formal complaint process, and information about available tax reductions under
current law.

AFP supports transparent valuation — standardized assessments and reduced discretion — as a
core property tax principle. Equally important is ensuring that taxpayers know they have rights
when a valuation changes, and that they know how to exercise them. Most property owners do
not know that the reassessment they received can be contested, or that they may qualify for a
reduction. H.B. 608 requires that they be told. That is the kind of sunlight that makes the
property tax system more accountable and fair.

AFP's property tax principles support requiring voter approval for tax increases and ensuring
ballot language gives voters the information they need to make informed decisions. H.B. 608 is
consistent with those principles. It allows a taxing authority to condition the reduction or
termination of an existing local tax on voter approval of a new one, meaning the community
directly decides whether to swap one tax obligation for another. The ballot language must clearly
disclose both the new levy being approved and the existing tax being reduced or eliminated.

This provision does not make it easier to raise taxes. It gives local governments a tool to
restructure their tax obligations transparently, with full voter control over the outcome. A
community that wants to replace an outdated levy with a more appropriate one should be able to
put both sides of that transaction to voters simultaneously. The full disclosure requirement
ensures voters understand what they are approving.

Property taxes should be transparent, predictable, and fair, and Ohioans should have the
information and tools to hold their local governments accountable for how those taxes are set and
spent. H.B. 608 advances those goals in practical, durable ways. Americans for Prosperity
respectfully urges a favorable report out of committee.



