Proponent Testimony on House Bill 608

House Ways and Means Committee
Ohio House of Representatives

Chairman Roemer, Vice Chair Thomas, Ranking Member Troy, and members of the House
Ways and Means Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of H.B. 608.

My name is Todd Poole. I submit this testimony in my individual capacity based upon my
professional experience in fire and emergency services. I am a career firefighter with 23
years of service and have served three consecutive terms on the Ohio State Fire Council.
The opinions and positions expressed herein are my own and should not be construed as
representing the official views of the Ohio State Fire Council, my employer, or any other
governmental entity or organization with which [ am associated.

My support for H.B. 608 is centered specifically on the flexibility created through the bill’s
authorization of conditional reduction, termination, or waiver of existing local taxes.

From the perspective of emergency services, this flexibility addresses a real and
longstanding challenge in local government finance.

Today, if a fire department, township, municipality, or fire district wants to restructure
funding, replace an existing levy, consolidate services, or form a joint district, there is no
clear framework that allows voters to approve one funding mechanism while
simultaneously ensuring another funding mechanism is reduced, discontinued, or not
renewed.

As a result, communities can find themselves in a difficult position. Asking voters to
support a new levy without providing certainty about what happens to existing levies
creates significant uncertainty and confusion. That uncertainty matters.

Voters reasonably want to know that approval of a new funding or governance model does
not mean they are unintentionally approving overlapping taxation. Likewise, local officials
may hesitate to pursue operational efficiencies because there is no practical way to clearly
tie one action to another.

H.B. 608 creates an important local option.
It allows a community to present a straightforward proposition to voters: if one levy or
other ballot issue approved, another levy can be reduced, terminated, or allowed to sunset

under clearly defined conditions.

For fire and EMS services, this could be especially meaningful.



One example is the creation or expansion of a fire district. Communities often recognize
opportunities to improve efficiency, strengthen response capability, increase operational
resilience, and reduce duplication by joining together under a shared service model.
However, under current law, doing so may require asking voters to support consolidation
and funding changes without certainty that legacy levies will be adjusted accordingly if that
initiative were to succeed on election day.

That creates unnecessary financial and public safety risk.

H.B. 608 provides a mechanism to align those decisions structurally, which improves
transparency and trust because voters understand that both outcomes are not intended to
occur simultaneously.

In my view, this legislation delivers three meaningful benefits:

e [t improves voter understanding and transparency.
e [t reduces financial uncertainty during transitions to more efficient service models.
e [t strengthens local control without mandating tax increases.

Importantly, H.B. 608 does not require any jurisdiction to change how it funds services. It
simply provides communities with an additional tool to build funding proposals that are
easier for voters to understand and easier for local governments to responsibly implement.

After 23 years in the fire service, I believe this flexibility has the potential to support
smarter transitions, better long-term planning, and stronger public confidence in local
funding decisions.

Thank you for your consideration of H.B. 608. I would be happy to answer any questions.
Respectfully submitted,

Todd L. Poole

Career Firefighter - 23 Years
Ohio State Fire Council Member



