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STATE UNIVERSITIES

◼ Each of the 14 state 
universities is created by 
statute with a Revised Code 
Chapter that establishes it, its 
board of trustees, and its 
general rulemaking authority. 
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STATE UNIVERSITIES

Ohio State University

Chapter 3335.
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STATE UNIVERSITIES

Ohio University

Chapter 3337.



Legislative Budget Officewww.lsc.ohio.gov | @lscohioOffice of Research and Drafting

STATE UNIVERSITIES

Miami University

Chapter 3339.
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STATE UNIVERSITIES

Bowling Green State University

Chapter 3341.
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STATE UNIVERSITIES

Kent State University

Chapter 3341.
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STATE UNIVERSITIES

Central State University

Chapter 3343.
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STATE UNIVERSITIES

Cleveland State University

Chapter 3344.
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STATE UNIVERSITIES

Northeast Ohio Medical 
University

Chapter 3350.
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STATE UNIVERSITIES

Wright State University

Chapter 3352.
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STATE UNIVERSITIES

Youngstown State 
University

Chapter 3356.
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STATE UNIVERSITIES

University of Akron

Chapter 3359.
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STATE UNIVERSITIES

University of Cincinnati

Chapter 3361.
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STATE UNIVERSITIES

Shawnee State University

Chapter 3362.
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STATE UNIVERSITIES

University of Toledo

Chapter 3364.
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COMMUNITY COLLEGES

◼ Colloquially referred to as 
“community colleges,” Ohio has 
three separate types of two-year 
public colleges:

◼ Community colleges established 
under Chapter 3354.

◼ Technical colleges established 
under Chapter 3357.

◼ State community colleges 
established under Chapter 3358.

◼ Generally, these colleges are 
created differently, their boards of 
trustees are appointed differently, 
and they have different types of 
taxing authority.
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UNIVERSITY REGIONAL CAMPUSES

◼ With the approval of the 
Chancellor, state universities 
may establish a university 
branch campus.

◼ State law also authorizes the 
establishment of a university 
branch campus district.
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PUBLIC HIGHER EDUCATION OVERVIEW

Ohio’s Public Higher Education System, Fall 2024

Institution Type
Number of 
Institutions

Total (Preliminary) 
Enrollment Headcount

Percentage of Total 
Enrollment

University main campuses 13 264,419 59.5%

Community and technical 
colleges

23 145,007 32.6%

University regional 
campuses

24 33,916 7.7%

Free-standing medical 
college (NEOMED)

1 1,026 0.2%

Total 61 444,368 100.0%

Source:  ODHE’s Fall 2024 Preliminary Headcount Enrollment – Ohio Public Colleges and Universities
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PRIVATE, NONPROFIT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

◼ Private, nonprofit colleges and 
universities are often 
colloquially referred to as 
“independent colleges and 
universities.”

◼ Examples include:

◼ University of Dayton

◼ Marietta College

◼ Otterbein University

◼ Baldwin Wallace University

◼ Lourdes University

◼ Oberlin College
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PRIVATE, FOR-PROFIT CAREER COLLEGES 
AND SCHOOLS

◼ Private, for-profit career colleges and schools are required to register 
with the State Board of Career Colleges and Schools established 
under Chapter 3332. of the Revised Code.

◼ Depending on the institution, a career college or school might or 
might not be accredited and might or might not offer any 
combination of diplomas, certificates, or degrees.

◼ Examples include:
◼ ABC Bartending School – Not accredited and offers certificates.

◼ Felbry College – Accredited and offers diplomas, certificates, and associate and 
bachelor’s degrees.

◼ Ohio Media School – Accredited and offers diplomas.
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ADULT EDUCATION – OHIO TECHNICAL CENTERS

◼ Many school districts provide 
career-technical education 
services to adults in exchange 
for tuition. However, the 
Chancellor must recognize each 
center in order for it to receive 
state subsidies.



Legislative Budget Officewww.lsc.ohio.gov | @lscohioOffice of Research and Drafting Legislative Budget Officewww.lsc.ohio.gov | @lscohioOffice of Research and Drafting

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION OVERVIEW

◼ DHE oversees and coordinates Ohio’s 61 public universities and 
community colleges, and some independent colleges and universities. 

◼ Chancellor of Higher Education, selected by Governor, leads DHE.

◼ DHE employs staff of approximately 120 individuals, including 36 staff 
supporting the Ohio Tuition Trust Authority.

◼ Expenditures of $2.96 billion in FY 2024; 90% of expenditures are for 
subsidies, mainly State Share of Instruction (SSI) and Ohio College 
Opportunity Grant (OCOG).
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STATE SHARE OF INSTRUCTION

◼ State Share of Instruction (SSI) serves as Ohio’s 
main operating subsidy program for the state’s 61 
public universities and colleges.

◼ Since FY 2015, SSI formula provides funds through 
an “outcome-based” model 

◼ Degree attainment and course completions

◼ Expenditures of $2.09 billion in FY 2024 

◼ More than 74% of DHE’s GRF budget.
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STATE SHARE OF INSTRUCTION – 
DISTRIBUTION (FY 2024)
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UNIVERSITY SSI – DISTRIBUTION (FY 2024)
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE SSI – DISTRIBUTION 
(FY 2024)
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OHIO COLLEGE OPPORTUNITY GRANT (OCOG)

◼ Main state need-based financial aid for higher 
education 

◼ Eligibility

◼ Ohio residents attending Ohio public or private institutions

◼ EFC (Expected Family Contribution)/SAI (Student Aid Index) 
of $3,750 or less

◼ Maximum household income of $96,000 

◼ Limited to 10 semesters or 15 quarters
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OCOG – STUDENT AWARDS

◼ Per student award  (statutory)

Average instructional and general fees charged by 
institutional sector 

minus

Maximum Pell Grant + EFC/SIA combination

◼ Maximum Pell Grant = $7,395 in FY 2025

◼ Ultimately, the maximum awards for students for 
each sector type of institution in FY 2024 and FY 2025 
are specified in uncodified (temporary) law in H.B. 33 
of the 135th G.A.
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OCOG – STUDENT AWARDS

Annual OCOG Awards for Full-time Students by Sector, FY 2025

Public Four-Year Universities $4,000*

Community Colleges &
University Branch Campuses

$0**

Private Non-Profit Institutions $5,000

Private For-Profit Institutions $2,000

* Central and Shawnee State may have lower awards due to lower tuition rates

** “Pell-first” policy implemented in FY 2010 effectively prevents two-year students 
from receiving OCOG, except for students attending year-round or meeting other 
criteria
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SCHOLARSHIP AND LOAN GRF PROGRAMS - 
FY 2025 APPROPRIATION

◼ Choose Ohio First Program – $32.0 million
◼ Merit-based  scholarships for Ohio students STEM or STEM education.

◼ Ohio National Guard Scholarship Program – $19.3 million
◼ Tuition assistance for members of the Ohio National Guard. 

◼ War Orphans and SDVC Scholarship Program – $20.6 million
◼ Tuition assistance for children of deceased or severely disabled Ohio veterans 

who served in the armed forces during a period of war.

◼ Commercial Truck Driver Student Aid Program - $2.6 million
◼ Provides a combination of a grant and a loan to certain eligible students 

enrolled in commercial driver training schools certified by DPS and other 
approved programs offered at all institutions of higher education, OTCs, and 
joint vocational school districts.
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SCHOLARSHIP AND LOAN GRF PROGRAMS - 
FY 2025 APPROPRIATION

◼ Governor’s Merit Scholarship – $22.7 million 
◼ Provides individual scholarships of $5,000 per academic year to eligible students 

determined to be in the top 5% of each public or chartered nonpublic high school's 
graduating class.

◼ Ohio Work Ready Grant – $10.0 million 
◼ Awards grants of up to $3,000 to eligible students enrolled at a community college, 

state university branch campus, or an OTC in a credit or noncredit program that 
leads to an industry recognized credential, certificate, or degree and prepares the 
student for a job that is deemed "in-demand“ or "critical" by OWT or meets regional 
workforce needs according to Chancellor.

◼ Computer Science/Teach CS – $4.0 million
◼ Provides grants for coursework, materials, and exams to increase the number of 

teachers who qualify to teach computer science through various existing pathways 
and an alternative resident educator license for industry experts and other 
nonteachers.
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SCHOLARSHIP AND LOAN NON-GRF 
PROGRAMS - FY 2025 APPROPRIATION

◼ Grow Your Own Teacher - $10.0 million

◼ Provides four-year scholarships for up to $7,500 per year to certain 
individuals who commit to teaching in a qualifying school for at least four 
years after graduating from a teacher training program. 

◼ Talent Ready Grant Program- $10.0 million

◼ Provides (1) formula-based funding to two-year campuses and OTCs to 
establish and operate workforce credential and certificate programs under 
30 credit hours or less than 900 clock hours and (2) additional support to 
short-term certificate programs.

◼ Second Chance Grant Program – $2.0 million

◼ One-time grant of up to $3,000 to help certain individuals who have some 
college credit but no bachelor's degree reenroll in higher education to obtain 
a degree or credential.

◼ Nurse Education Assistance Loan Program - $1.2 million

◼ Loans for Ohio students enrolled in an approved nurse education program.
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

◼ LSC website: www.lsc.ohio.gov 

◼ Redbooks and Greenbooks 

◼ Ohio Facts

◼ Infographic (SSI) 

◼ Members Briefs (SSI, COF, OCOG, Residency Requirements)

◼ Catalog of Budget Line Items (COBLI)

◼ DHE website: www.highered.ohio.gov

◼ Data and Reports

◼ Agency Initiatives 
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LSC HIGHER EDUCATION CONTACTS

◼ LBO staff

◼ Jason Glover – 466-8742

◼ Ed Millane – 995-9991 

◼ORD staff

◼ Rachel Larsen – 466-1837

◼ Mike Niemi – 644-7778

◼ Hannah Wann – 728-4811
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