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March 9, 2025

Chair Young, Vice Chair Ritter, Ranking Member Piccolantonio, and members of the
House Workforce & Higher Education Committee,

Thank you for accepting my written testimony.

My name is Dr. Jes James Sellers. I am a licensed psychologist and Adjunct
Assistant Professor of Psychology at Case Western Reserve University. I retired
from CWRU in 2016 after serving 34 years as the Director of the University
Counseling Services. It is from this perspective that I write to oppose SB 1 and HB
6 because I believe that the deleterious effects on students, faculty and staff will be
great.

I believe that this bill will have the paradoxical effect of stifling honest discourse
and will inflame misunderstandings and resentments toward those coming from
different cultural and ethnic backgrounds as well as those with unique personal
identities. I believe the negative effects from this bill on those who are socially
anxious and more withdrawn can lead to protracted depression and even self-harm.

I also believe this bill will dampen the University's ability to keep graduates in Ohio
and will negatively work against the University's ability to recruit exceptional young
professionals who already have a perception that Ohio is not a welcoming state.

I urge you to consider my testimony and vote NO on this divisive bill.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Jes Sellers, PhD
Psychologist


