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Good afternoon, Chairman Young, Vice Chair Ritter, Ranking Member 
Piccolantonio, and members of the House Workforce and Higher 
Education Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to testify in 
support of House Bill 25. 

House Bill 25 is designed to provide critical support to Ohio’s foster 
youth as they pursue higher education. It seeks to address the unique and 
often overwhelming challenges faced by students in foster care who 
frequently lack the familial support networks that many of their peers 
rely on to access and succeed in postsecondary education. 

This bill ensures that scholarships are available to youth who have been 
in foster care from the age of 13 onward. Importantly, the legislation is 
inclusive, allowing scholarships to be used for a range of educational 
opportunities, from trade schools and community colleges to four-year 
universities. This flexibility ensures that all foster youth, regardless of 
their chosen career path, have the resources to succeed. 

House Bill 25 is a vital step toward leveling the playing field for Ohio’s 
foster youth, helping them overcome financial barriers and empowering 
them to achieve their educational dreams. By providing both financial 
assistance and the dedicated support needed to navigate higher 
education, we can make a meaningful difference in the lives of these 
young people and give them the tools to succeed. 



Thank you for your consideration, and I respectfully urge the 
committee’s support for this important legislation. We’d be happy to 
answer any questions. 

 

 


