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This table summarizes how the latest substitute version of the bill differs from the 
immediately preceding version. It addresses only the topics on which the two versions differ 
substantively. It does not list topics on which the two bills are substantively the same. 

 

Previous Version 
(As Introduced) 

Latest Version 
(l_136_2337-7) 

Foster-to-College Scholarship Program 

Establishes the Foster-to-College Scholarship 
Program under which, beginning the 2025-2026 
academic year, the Chancellor of Higher 
Education must: 

1. Award a scholarship to each qualifying 
student attending an institution of 
higher education; and 

2. Enter into an agreement with the 
organization engaged to administer the 
federal Chafee ETV program to employ 
four full-time employees to serve as 
foster care student navigators who 
assist prospective qualifying students 
and work with public schools to identify 
such students (R.C. 3333.89). 

No provision. 
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School foster care liaisons 

Requires the Department of Education and 
Workforce, subject to the availability of funds, to 
hire a full-time school foster care liaison to work 
with public children’s services agencies (PCSAs), 
private child placing agencies (PCPAs), and the 
Department of Job and Family Services to 
facilitate services to keep students placed in 
foster care in the student’s school of origin, or if 
in a student’s best interest to relocate, facilitate 
the prompt and appropriate placement, transfer, 
and enrollment of the student in another public 
school (R.C. 3301.96(B)).  

Requires the Director of Education and 
Workforce, in collaboration with the Chancellor 
of Higher Education, Director of Children and 
Youth, and Director of Job and Family Services, to 
encourage the sharing of best practices to 
support students placed in foster care, to post 
resources to their agency’s public websites to 
assist local foster care education liaisons, foster 
family navigators, and PCSAs in supporting foster 
youth (R.C. 3301.96(B)). 

Requires the school foster care liaison’s to: 

1. Respond to a request from a PCSA or 
PCPA for input from a school district or 
school concerning the determination of 
whether it is in the best interest of the 
student placed in foster care to remain in 
the school of origin; 

2. Collaborate with the PCSA or PCPA to 
ensure that any necessary transportation 
and services are provided for the student 
placed in foster care to remain in the 
student’s school of origin; 

3. If a PCSA or PCPA determines that it is 
not in the student’s best interest to 
remain in the school of origin, work with 
the agency, juvenile probation officer, 
parents, guardian ad litem or counsel for 
the student, and foster caregivers to 
ensure that the student is enrolled in a 
new school immediately with transition 
planning, and that the student’s 
complete education information and 
records are requested immediately by 
the student’s new school upon 
enrollment; 

4. Upon receiving the required notification 
and invitation, participate in a transition 
planning meeting regarding the 

No provision. 
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enrollment in a public school of a student 
placed in foster care from a state-
licensed day treatment facility, or 
hospital, or having a designee participate 
in the meeting; 

5. Participate, or having the liaison’s 
designee participate, in any interagency 
collaboration team or threat assessment 
team centered on students placed in 
foster care, which the school district or 
school may develop or on which the 
school district or school may be invited to 
participate; and 

6. Provide students placed in foster care 
with information about the Foster-to-
College Scholarship Program established 
by the bill (R.C. 3301.96(B)(1) to (6)). 

No provision. Requires the Chancellor to post on the agency’s 
website any scholarship opportunities for 
students placed in foster care that are available 
at each state institution of higher education (R.C. 
3301.96(B)). 

No provision. Requires the Department to support local foster 
care education liaisons and foster family 
navigators (R.C. 3301.96(C)). 

No provision. Entitles the bill the “Fostering School Success 
Act” (Section 3). 

Local foster care education liaisons 

No provision. Requires each school district, community school, 
and STEM school to designate a local foster care 
education liaison to support students in foster 
care (R.C. 3313.475(B), 3314.03, and 3326.11). 

No provision. Requires a local foster care education liaison to: 

1. Coordinate with the local custodial 
agency point of contact;  

2. Create, maintain, and properly document 
local processes and procedures for best 
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interest determinations that are inclusive 
of students placed in foster care; 

3. Ensure proper identification of students 
placed in foster care in EMIS based on a 
change in placement for the student; 

4. Facilitate records transfer and immediate 
enrollment and data sharing; 

5. Develop and coordinate local 
transportation procedures; 

6. Manage disputes related to best interest 
determination and transportation cost; 

7. Provide professional development for 
school personnel to help identify, 
support, and engage students placed in 
foster care; 

8. Respond to a request from a PCSA or 
PCPA for input from a school district or 
school concerning the determination of 
whether it is in the best interest of the 
student placed in foster care to remain in 
the school of origin; 

9. Collaborate with the PCSA or PCPA to 
ensure that any necessary transportation 
and services are provided for the student 
placed in foster care to remain in the 
student’s school of origin; 

10. If a PCSA or PCPA determines that it is 
not in the student’s best interest to 
remain in the school of origin, work with 
the agency, juvenile probation officer, 
parents, guardian ad litem or counsel for 
the student, and foster caregivers to 
ensure that the student is enrolled in a 
new school immediately with transition 
planning, and that the student’s 
complete education information and 
records are requested immediately by 
the student’s new school upon 
enrollment; 

11. Upon receiving the required notification 
and invitation, participate in a transition 
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planning meeting regarding the 
enrollment in a public school of a student 
placed in foster care from a state-
licensed day treatment facility or 
hospital, or having a designee participate 
in the meeting; and 

12. Participate, or have the local foster care 
education liaison’s designee participate, 
in any interagency collaboration team or 
threat assessment team centered on 
students placed in foster care, which the 
school district or school may develop or 
on which the school district or school 
may be invited to participate (R.C. 
3313.475(B)(1) to (12)). 

No provision. Requires the Department of Education and 
Workforce, within six months of the bill’s 
effective date, to collaborate with the 
departments of Children and Youth, Higher 
Education, and Job and Family Services to 
develop training for the local foster care 
education liaisons (R.C. 3313.475(D)). 

No provision Requires the Department of Education and 
Workforce to be responsible for the posting and 
administration of the training (R.C. 3313.475(D)) 

No provision. Requires each local foster care education liaison 
to complete the training at least once per year 
(R.C. 3313.475(D)). 

Foster family navigators 

No provision. Requires each school district, community school, 
and STEM school, for each school building it 
operates, to designate a building staff member as 
the foster family navigator to serve as the 
primary point of contact for that school building 
to support students placed in foster care that 
attend that school (R.C. 3313.475(C)(1), 3314.03, 
and 3326.11). 

No provision. Requires each foster family navigator to: 
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1. Collaborate with the family of each 
student placed in foster care that is 
attending the school; 

2. Provide support to students placed in 
foster care, including by requesting and 
obtaining a copy of the student’s life skills 
assessment from the PCSA or PCPA for 
planning and service provision; 

3. Provide access to academic and 
nonacademic services to students placed 
in foster care; 

4. Engage with each student placed in foster 
care that is attending the school at least 
one time per semester; 

5. Support the full engagement and 
participation in school activities for all 
students placed in foster care in 
accordance with continuing law; 

6. For students in grades 9-12, identify 
resources available to students placed in 
foster care for attending college, 
including: 

a. FAFSA;  

b. Federal Pell grant;  

c. Federal Supplemental Education 
Opportunity grant;  

d. Chafee Educational and Training 
Voucher Program grant; 

e. Ohio College Opportunity grant; 

f. Any extended foster care 
benefits; 

g. Any grant or scholarship 
opportunity that is specific to an 
institution of higher education; 

h. Any private sources of 
scholarship or grant 
opportunities; and 
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i. Any other state and federal 
grants that may be available to 
the student. 

7. For students in grades 9-12, help 
students placed in foster care make a 
plan to attend college, enter a career 
training program, or enter the workforce; 
and 

8. Identify resources to help a student 
placed in foster care successfully 
complete high school graduation 
requirements (R.C. 3313.475(C)(1)(a) to 
(h) and 5103.62(C)). 

No provision. Requires each public school to post the contact 
information for each of its foster family 
navigators on the school’s publicly available 
website (R.C. 3313.475(C)(2)). 

No provision. Permits a community school or STEM school that 
only operates one building to designate the same 
individual to fulfill the duties of both the foster 
family navigator and the local foster care 
education liaison above (R.C. 3313.475(C)(3)). 

No provision. Requires the Department of Education and 
Workforce, within six months of the bill’s 
effective date, to collaborate with the 
departments of Children and Youth, Higher 
Education, and Job and Family Services to 
develop training for the foster family navigators 
(R.C. 3313.475(D)). 

No provision Requires the Department of Education and 
Workforce to be responsible for the posting and 
administration of the training (R.C. 3313.475(D)). 

No provision. Requires each foster family navigator to complete 
the training at least once per year (R.C. 
3313.475(D)). 

Independent living services 

No provision. Codifies the requirement that a PCSA or PCPA 
provide independent living  
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services to each youth in the custody of the PCSA 
or PCPA (R.C. 5103.62(A)). 

No provision. Codifies the requirement that the PCSA or PCPA 
conduct a life skills assessment to determine 
which independent living services are applicable 
or not needed (R.C. 5103.62(B)). 

No provision. Requires, on the request of a foster family liaison, 
the PCSA or PCPA to provide the liaison with a 
copy of the youth’s life skills assessment (R.C. 
5103.62(C) and 3313.475(C)(1)(b)). 
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