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State Representative

Chair Young, Vice Chair Ritter, Ranking Member Abdullahi, and members of the committee,
thank you for allowing me to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 584.

House Bill 584 establishes a reasonable and targeted limit on the percentage of athletic
scholarships at Ohio’s public institutions of higher education that may be awarded to foreign
citizens. Specifically, it provides that no more than 25 % of scholarships tied to intercollegiate
athletic participation may be awarded to non-U.S. citizens in any given program.

This legislation is not about hostility toward international students, nor does it bar foreign
athletes from competing in Ohio. Instead, HB 584 is about fairness, proportionality, and
accountability in the use of taxpayer-funded athletic scholarships.

Ohio taxpayers invest heavily in public universities and their athletic programs. Those
investments are justified, in part, by the opportunity these institutions provide to Ohio students
and American student-athletes. National data illustrate why policymakers are paying attention to
the balance of opportunities in publicly funded programs:
e Nearly 25,000 international student-athletes compete across NCAA sports in the United
States. (NCAA, 2022)
e Division I tennis is heavily international:
o Men’s tennis: ~61 % of first-year Division I tennis student-athletes were from
outside the U.S. in 2021.
o Women'’s tennis: ~66 % of first-year Division I women’s tennis student-athletes
were international. (NCAA, 2022)
e Other sports with notable international participation (first-year Division [, 2021) (NCAA
2022):
o Men’s Ice Hockey: 39%
Men’s Soccer: 37%
Men’s Golf: 26%
Women’s Ice Hockey: 47%
Women’s Golf: 40%
Women’s Field Hockey: 29%
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House Bill 584 restores fairness, accountability, and common sense to athletic scholarship
allocation while preserving the integrity and competitiveness of collegiate athletics. Thank you
for your time and consideration. I am happy to answer any questions.
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