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Chair Young, Vice Chair Ritter, Ranking Member Abdullahi, and Members of the House
Workforce & Higher Education Committee,

We write today to share our support for HB 25, The Foster-to-College Scholarship
program.

Our organization, Table Sense, is a new nonprofit based in Cincinnati that focuses on
improving the lives of young people through research, impact investing, and advocacy
efforts. Our work focuses specifically on radically improving the child welfare system and
encouraging better support for foster youth aging out of care.

That is why we were compelled to share testimony today in support of HB 25. This bill is
exactly the kind of support our youth aging out of the child welfare system deserve.

e College is one of the last few options allowing former foster youth to build
permanent independence, particularly for the 1,000 that age out in Ohio every
year without a family. Only 3% of former foster youth earn a bachelor’s
degree by the age of 25, a rate that is 90% lower than the general population.
This low graduation rate is a contributing factor to the high prevalence of
homelessness (30-40%) for these youth.

e The low graduation rate is because these youth have fewer resources and
family supports than the general population. Additionally, most former
foster youth are not aware of the programs available to them, or don't have
the support system to help navigate the patchwork of state and federal
programs that partially fund tuition.

e This means-tested program will ensure there is better communication and
coordination, maximizing the pull-down of federal funds to benefit young
people and improving outcomes for Ohio’s former foster youth.

We deeply appreciate your commitment to bettering the lives of foster youth and look
forward to seeing this bill move forward.

Thank you for your time, leadership, and passion.
Sincerely,
Mark Davis, Executive Director, Table Sense

Hailey Barr-King, Senior Manager of Government Affairs, Table Sense
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